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Meeting Minutes of the Executive Committee Meeting 
Ohio-Kentucky-Indiana Regional Council of Governments 

March 10, 2022 – 10:30 a.m. 
OKI Boardroom 

 
Call to Order – OKI Board President David Painter noted there was a quorum and called the meeting to 
order at 10:38 a.m. President Painter led the Pledge of Allegiance. The following members were in 
attendance:  
 
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEMBERS or ALTERNATES 
David Painter, President, Clermont County Board of Commissioners 
Judge/Executive Gary Moore, Boone County Fiscal Court  
Judge/Executive Steve Pendery, Campbell County Fiscal Court  
T.C. Rogers, Butler County Board of Commissioners 
Rick Probst, Dearborn County Board of Commissioners 
Stephanie Summerow Dumas, Hamilton County Board of Commissioners  
Mark Jeffreys, Cincinnati, OH  
Michelle Williams, Covington, KY  
Susan Vaughn, Hamilton, OH  
Talbott Moon, Middletown, OH  
Beth Fennell, Newport, KY  
Sarah Stankorb Taylor, Wyoming, OH 
Josh Gerth, Anderson Township  
Jeff Wright, Miami Township Alt.  
Shannon Hartkemeyer, Butler County Association of Township Trustees & Clerks 
Tom Peck, Clermont County Township Association  
Jonathan Sams, Warren County Association of Township Trustees & Clerks 
David Okum, Hamilton County Regional Planning Commission 
Sharmili Reddy, PDS of Kenton County 
Ryan Cook, Warren County Regional Planning Commission Alt.  
Terry Summers, Indiana Dept. of Transportation Alt.  
Robert Yeager, Kentucky Transportation Cabinet 
Tom Arnold, Ohio Department of Transportation 
Khaled Shammout, SORTA Alt. 
Andrew Aiello, TANK  
Christopher Lawson, BCRTA  
Roger Kerlin, Resident 
Karl B. Shultz, Resident 
Joe Braun, Resident Alt. 
V. Anthony Simms-Howell, Ohio Commission on Hispanic/Latino Affairs, Resident  
Thomas Voss, Resident  
 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
Charlie Cleves, Bellevue, KY  
Mike Mains, Harrison, OH 
Susan Hoover, Norwood, OH 
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(cont’d Board of Directors) 
 
Dale Perry, Trenton, OH 
Seth Thompson, Villa Hills, KY  
Cathy Flaig, Boone County Fiscal Court 
Liz Hayden, Hamilton (City) Planning Commission  
Christine Matacic, Resident 
Henry Menninger, Jr., Resident  
Mark Welch, Resident  
Eric J. Beck, Hamilton County Engineer  
 
 
GUESTS  
James Lukas, Sharonville, OH  
Bernadette DuPont, FHWA  
Boday Borres, FHWA 
Scott Falkowski, Forest Park  
Lauren O’Brien, Newport  
Jake Stremmel, HDR Engineering Inc. 
Jeff Wallace, CT Consultants 
Tracie Braun, Clermont County Board of County Commissioners  
Could not read handwriting, PDS 
Gordon Perry, City of Blue Ash 
Stacee Hans, KYTC – 6 
Alex Peppers, City of Cincinnati 
John Brazina, City of Cincinnati 
Ed Humphrey, Retired Clermont County Commissioner 
Chris X (could not read last name), Hamilton County Board of Commissioner’s Denise Driehaus 
 
LEGAL COUNSEL  
Edward D. Diller, Senior Counsel, Taft 
Luke Blocher, Senior Counsel, Taft 
 
STAFF 
Lorrie Platt    Melissa Jones  Peter Fortunato 
David Shuey    Travis Miller  Suzanne Parkey 
Bob Koehler   Gabriela Waesch Jim Pickering 
Summer Jones   Mark Policinski  Robyn Bancroft 
Florence Parker   Jake Hesseling  Regina Fields 
James Pickering   Bob Koehler 
Brett Porter   Andy Reser 
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ITEM #1   ADMINISTRATIVE  

President Painter reminded all that this is an executive committee meeting and only executive 
committee members or their alternates may vote. He asked all guests to sign in for attendance 
purposes, state their name when making a motion or a second and to please silence cell phones.  

President Painter directed all to look at the screens in the room, which featured a picture of the 
governors of Kentucky and Ohio, along with officials from both sides of the river, both political parties, 
and both state departments of transportation who on Monday, February 28th signed a memorandum of 
understanding (MOU) that signified their joint support for the Brent Spence Bridge project.  

 

The MOU is a precursor to a Bi-state Agreement which will further formalize the joint work of the two 
states together. The importance of the MOU is it sends a clear message to Washington that the states 
are aligned on the project. 

President Painter further noted that this alignment will be seen most importantly in the application the 
two states will be submitting to USDOT for funding for the BSB project. The Governors announced they 
will be seeking $2 billion in funding from the federal government. The current estimate for the bridge is 
$2.8 million. Additionally, the funding level sought will allow the new bridge to be built without tolls.  

The state’s application for funding awaits clear regulations from Washington. The states anticipate the 
application will be sent this Spring/early Summer (the date depends on when Washington DC will 
complete regulations). The goal is to have a ground-breaking for the BSB project in late 2023.  

President Painter then called upon Judge Moore to step up to the podium to share his recent experience 
in Washington D.C. 

Brent Spence Bridge Signing – February 28, 2022
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Judge Moore stated that this executive committee meeting is the perfect place to talk about updates to 
the Brent Spence Bridge. While at NARC’s Legislative Conference, he had an opportunity to speak to 
Secretary Charles Small, the deputy secretary of inter-governmental affairs at U.S. DOT, which covers all 
modes of transportation, including federal highways airports, and trains.  

Judge Moore asked Secretary Small what can we/local governments do to move the Brent Spence 
Bridge project forward? Secretary Small replied that local governments need to be vocal and clear, work 
through their MPO, and be ready to support this project. Judge Moore also suggested that members 
engage with local governments along the I-75 corridor, even if outside the OKI region. He asked 
members to think about their contacts and be ready, when asked by state or federal officials or through 
OKI. Additionally, let FHWA know how important the BSB project is to our communities.  

Finally, Judge Moore noted he was in the room with President Biden a few weeks later at NACO 
meetings and he introduced himself as “Boone County Kentucky, on the south end of the Brent Spence 
Bridge.” Preside Biden responded with “we are gonna build that bridge.” Judge Moore stated that the 
current conditions are the best opportunity he has seen in over two decades for the Brent Spence Bridge 
project to get done.  

B. Approval of the March 10, 2022 Board of Director’s meeting minutes 

President Painter requested approval of the March 10, 2022 Executive Committee meeting minutes. 
Commissioner Probst moved that the minutes be approved as provided. Commissioner Rogers seconded 
the motion; motion carried.  

C. CEO’s Report 

Mr. Mark Policinski shared that the Bipartisan Infrastructure Legislation provides $7.5 billion to 
jurisdictions for electric vehicle charging stations; these funds are not for battery technology or electric 
vehicle purchases, only charging stations.  

He mentioned OKI has been working with the private sector to determine how best to roll out a network 
of charging stations in this region. Seven and a half billion dollars only for charging stations is immense, 
especially when you consider there really has not been almost any money in previous legislation for 
these charging stations. It does present to us some issues. 

He stated that OKI may be receiving some or a lot of the funds through the states, as we do not believe 
OKI will receive direct funds from the bill. However, if we receive funding for charging stations, we will 
have to build a process to disburse the funds. OKI’s Prioritization Process for transportation funds, which 
has been deemed Best Practice by Federal Highway, is not suitable for electric vehicle charging stations. 
We have had internal comments and are working through it, however, it is not a simple thing to do, as 
we will need to create a new process. In addition, even if we do not get funds from the states, there is 
an opportunity where we/OKI/MPO could apply for funds by submitting our own application. This 
discretionary application would need to have the EV charging stations in historically disadvantage 
neighborhoods.  

Mr. Policinski further shared that OKI is partnering with Duke Energy and the private sector to 
determine where the best locations should be under the rules and regulations surrounding this federal 
program. Any final determination of locations will be determined by you, our Board of Directors.  
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Moving on, Mr. Policinski spoke about the mitigation model. About a year ago, Judge Moore brought to 
OKI the problem where we have impacts to the environment in this region caused by transportation 
projects, but the mitigation would take place outside of this region. This is a growing problem around 
the United States for local jurisdictions. Following the Judge's admonition, Dr. Margaret Minzner of OKI 
put together our mitigation model. Mr. Policinski stressed that if your community has the impact of a 
transportation project, the mitigation of that impact should be in our region (so that another community 
does not receive the benefits). He noted that since Dr. Minzner has addressed the board, she has been a 
hot ticket item on the national scene including addressing the American Planning Association and the 
Ecological Signatory Agencies for FHWA.  

He added at the local level, there is great interest among organizations, such as Campbell County in 
working with Northern Kentucky University, Boone County, Taking Root, and The Cardinal Land Trust. 
Mr. Policinski stressed to members that they have full access to this nationally renowned model in 
helping mitigate transportation project costs in their respective jurisdictions.  

Mr. Policinski then introduced two new OKI staff members, Jersson Pachar who recently was an intern 
at OKI and is now the traffic engineer technician and Michael Outrich, who has joined as senior planner 
and demographer.  

D. Finance Officer’s report  

Ms. Melissa Jones, OKI Director of Finance, noted that copies of the Finance Officer’s Report was 
distributed to all in attendance. Ms. Jones reported the Council’s financing activities, as of March 4, 
2022, OKI had: 

$647,913 in PNC checking account 

$21,838 HSA/FSA checking account  

$312,358 STAR Ohio money market mutual fund 

Ms. Jones reported there has been no recent activity on OKI’s line of credit and there is no outstanding 
balance at this time. She further reported on Balance Sheet, Revenue and Expense information. The 
report concluded with the general fund balance information and the total funds committed to active 
projects. 

President Painter requested a motion to approve the financial report. Mr. Tony Simms Howell motioned 
to approve the Finance Officer’s Report and Commissioner Stephanie Summerow Dumas seconded the 
motion; motion carried.  
 
ITEM #2 – Federal Highway Administration Update  
 
President Painter introduced Ms. Boday R. Borres, who in 2020 began service as the Deputy Division 
Administrator for the FHWA Kentucky Division, where she helps lead the administration of the Federal-
aid Highway Program in the State and assists in conducting USDOT’s national transportation and safety 
program goals. She oversees a diverse staff of engineers, planners, financial specialists, realty, and 
support personnel. Ms. Borres holds a bachelor’s degree in Civil Engineering from the University of 
Kentucky and a bachelor's degree in Applied Science from Kentucky State University.  
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Ms. Borres shared her work history, including that she was a structure engineer, then planner at the 
transportation cabinet. Once she retired from KYTC, she took the opportunity with FHWA and became a 
territory engineer in Hawaii and in U.S. territories, such as Guam, American Samoa, and Commonwealth 
of the Northern Mariana Islands. She shared on screen an organizational chart that outlined the current 
Kentucky Division Office and introduced two new staff members, Nick Lombardi, structural engineer and 
Noura Akkad, community planner. She stated there has been a shuffling of staff including at the civil 
rights position. She then mentioned that on their website, there is an Expertise Directory available that 
provides guidance in finding who is responsible for which programs.  
 
Ms. Borres then provided general highlights of the Bipartisan Infrastructure Law (BIL) as follows:  
 

• $567.1 billion for all DOT modes for FY 22-26  
• Of that, $350.8 billion for Federal highway programs  
• More than a dozen new highway programs; however, guidance is not yet complete 
• Most of this funding is apportioned (distributed) to States based on formulas specified in Federal 

law 
• There will be a wide range of competitive grant processes 

 
Moving on to discuss the Bridge Formula Program, she noted that Nick Lombardi (mentioned earlier) is 
the lead for the state of Kentucky. She also mentioned that FHWA is looking to simplifying the conditions 
of the bridge, i.e., poor, fair, good, instead of functionally obsolete and other multiple categories. The 
one takeaway that she really liked about the bridge formula is that matching will not be an issue. Locals 
will be able to fund their project one hundred percent with federal funds.  
 
Ms. Borres pointed out that Ms. Noura Akkad (who she mentioned earlier) is the contact for the National 
Electric Vehicle Formula Program in Kentucky. The states are to create EV plans before they have access 
to EV funds. She stressed that local governments better be ready to go when FHWA is ready to go. The 
state of Kentucky plan is due August 1, 2022.  
 
Ms. Borres said that they are doing all they can to prepare their staff to provide technical assistance to 
local governments.  
 
ITEM #3 – Authorizing the filing of an application with the Department of Transportation, United States 
of America, for a grant under the Bipartisan Infrastructure Law  
 
FTA allocations Section 5303 funds to OKI for transit planning. In order to accept the funds from FTA, 
KYTC requires formal board approval. Deputy Director Bob Koehler requested board permission through 
resolution OKI 2022-05 to accept funds from FTA.  

The motion was provided by Judge Gary Moore and seconded by Karl Schulz; motion carried.  

 

 
ITEM #4  Intermodal Coordinating Committee Report  

Mr. Andy Reser, OKI Manager of Transportation Programming, noted the Intermodal Coordinating 
Committee (ICC) met on March 8. He shared that staff presented information on how changes to the TIP 
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are processed as amendments versus modifications, as well as public participation requirements. The 
committee approved an administrative modification to the TIP and one resolution was recommended 
for board approval, which was TIP amendment #11. Mr. Reser mentioned that after the ICC meeting, 
OKI staff conducted a workshop to discuss the 2022 process to award OKI allocated transportation 
funding.  

ITEM #5  Amendment #11 of the OKI fiscal years 2021-2024 Transportation Improvement Program 

Mr. Andy Reser noted that Amendment #11 is found in board materials as Resolution 2022-06. The 
amendment included the addition of five highway and pedestrian projects in Ohio, the addition of six 
highway and bike-ped projects in Kentucky, and the addition of one highway project in Indiana. Many of 
the new projects resulted from the conclusion of OKI’s 2021 Prioritization Process to select projects 
using OKI allocated federal funds. He further stated that projects were selected by the OKI board in 
October 2021 and only the projects with phases within the TIP timeframe through FY’24 are added with 
Amendment #11. He mentioned that other projects from the Prioritization Process will be added when 
we have a new TIP in Spring 2024.  

ITEM #6 Other Business  

President Painter asked if there was any other business, there was none. He reminded all that the next 
meeting is a Board meeting scheduled for April 14, 2022.  

ITEM # 7 Adjournment  

President Painter asked for a motion to adjourn the meeting. Jonathan Sams moved to adjourn the 
Executive Committee meeting. Councilmember Jeffreys seconded the motion; meeting adjourned at 
11:26 a.m.  
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