
 

     
 

Kris Knochelmann            Mark R. Policinski 
President                                     CEO 

 

720 E. Pete Rose Way, Suite 420 Cincinnati, Ohio 45202 | Phone: 513.621.6300 | Fax: 513.621.9325 | www.oki.org 
Serving the Counties of: Boone | Butler | Campbell | Clermont | Dearborn | Hamilton | Kenton | Warren 

 

              www.facebook.com/okiregional                   twitter.com/okircog  

MEETING MINUTES OF THE  
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETING OF THE 

OHIO-KENTUCKY-INDIANA REGIONAL COUNCIL OF GOVERNMENTS 
NOVEMBER 14, 2019--10:30 A.M. 

OKI BOARD ROOM 
 

• Call to Order 
 

President Knochelmann, noting there was a quorum, called the meeting to order at 10:33 a.m. 
with the following members in attendance.  
 

MEMBERS 
Judge/Executive Kris Knochelmann, Kenton County Fiscal Court, President 
Mr. Jeff Earlywine, alternate for Judge/Executive Gary Moore, Boone County Fiscal Court, 
First Vice President 
Mr. T. C. Rogers, Butler County Board of Commissioners, Past President 
Mr. David Painter, alternate for Mr. Ed Humphrey, Clermont County Board of 
Commissioners 
Ms. Beth Fennell, Newport, Kentucky 
Mr. Ted Hubbard, Hamilton County Engineers Office 
Ms. Christine Matacic, Butler County Assoc. of Township Trustees & Clerks 

 Ms. Merrie Stillpass, alternate for David Okum, Hamilton County Regional Planning 
Commission 

 Mr. Brian Painter, Campbell County Fiscal Court 
 Mr. David Painter, Clermont County Board of Commissioners, Second Vice President 

 Mr. Rick Probst, Dearborn County Board of Commissioners 
 Mr. Karl B. Schultz, Miami Township Board of Trustees 
 Mr. Mark Welch, West Chester Township Board of Trustees 

Mr. Charlie Cleves, Bellevue, Kentucky 
Ms. Tracy Theis, Madeira Ohio 
Mr. Tom Peck, Clermont County Township Association 
Mr. Taylor Corbett, Clermont County Planning Commission 
Ms. Katherine Keough-Jurs, Cincinnati (City) Planning Commission 

 Mr. Pete Metz, Cincinnati USA Regional Chamber 
 Mr. Henry Menninger, Harrison, Ohio 
 Mr. Robert McGee, Union Township 
 Mr. Dennis Andrew Gordon, PDS of Kenton County 
 Ms. Liz Hayden, Hamilton Planning Commission 

MEMBERS (continued) 
 Ms. Stephanie Summerow-Dumas, Hamilton County Board of Commissioners 

http://www.oki.org/
file://okiad4/groups/Communication/Branding/www.facebook.com/okiregional
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 Mr. Robert Yeager, Kentucky Transportation Cabinet 
Mr. Terry Summers, INDOT, alternate for Jim Ude, INDOT 
Mr. John Brazina, Alternate for Mr. Greg Landsman, Cincinnati, Ohio 
Mr. Tom Arnold, Alternate for Tammy Campbell, ODOT 
Mr. V. Anthony Simms-Howell, Ohio Comm. On Hispanic/Latino Affairs 

 Mr. Roger Kerlin, Resident Member  
Mr. Nick Hendrix, Kenton County Public Works 
Mr. Mark McCormack, Dearborn County Planning Commison 
Ms. Jude Hehman, Fort Mitchell, Kentucky, for Kenton County Fiscal Court 
Ms. Cathy Flaig, Boone County Fiscal Court 
Mr. Greg Orosz, alternate for Mr. Jonathan Sams, Warren County Association of Township 
Trustees & Clerks 
Mr. Tom Peck, Clermont County Township Association  
Mr. Geoff Milz, alternate for Mr. Unger, Colerain Township Board of Trustees 
Mr. Jim O’Reilly, Wyoming, Ohio 
Ms. Victoria Parks, representing Todd Portune, Hamilton County Board of 
Commissioners  
 

GUESTS 
Ms. Marilyn Hyland, I&O/CIND RR 
Mr. Skip Schulte, Citizen 
Ms. Ashley Patrick, DLZ 
Mr. Chris Wahlman, INDOT 
Ms. Emily McAfee, Clermont County Board of Commissioners 
Ms. Shannon Hartkemeyer, Butler County Association of Township Trustees & Clerks 
Mr. Jim Lukas, representing Kevin Hardman, Sharonville, Ohio 
 

LEGAL COUNSEL 
 Mr. Ed Diller, Taft, Stettinius & Hollister 
 

STAFF 
Mr. Mark Policinski 
Ms. Regina Fields 
Ms. Summer Jones 
Mr. Brandon Rudd 
Ms. Lorrie Platt 
Ms. Purcy Nance 
Ms. Jessica Ondrovic 

Mr. Bob Koehler 
Ms. Jenn Spreckelmeier 
Mr. Travis Miller 
Ms. Margaret Minzner 
Mr. Jim Pickering 
Ms. Suzanne Parkey 
 

Ms. Marilyn Osborne  
Mr. Andy Meyer  
Ms. Florence Parker 
Mr. Liren Zhou 
Mr. Andy Reser 
Ms. Gabriela Waesch 

 
 

Mr. Bob Yeager led the Executive Committee in the Pledge of Allegiance. 
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• Announcements 
 
President Knochelmann reminded everyone to sign in for attendance purposes. He also 
reminded everyone that this is an Executive Committee Meeting, Executive Committee 
Members or their alternates are able to vote; Board Members are not able to vote. 
 

 

ITEM #1: ADMINISTRATIVE  
A. President’s Report 

 
President Knochelmann began this meeting with a special presentation of the Henry Mann Award 
to OKI Board Member and past president, Todd Portune from the Hamilton County Board of 
Commissioners. Mr. Portune was unable to attend the meeting and therefore was called via 
speaker phone to accept the award. Todd wished he could be at the meeting with everyone. Many 
thanks were exchanged from several of the board members.  
 
President Knochelmann presented the Henry Mann Award to Mr. Portune by reading him the inscription 
on the plaque:  “In recognition of decades of supremely selfless service to OKI and the entire region; and 
in recognition of decades of unequalled accomplishments of the city, county and regional level; and in 
recognition of decades of civil and respective leadership to all.” 

Congratulations Commissioner! 

Commissioner Portune responded: Judge, first of all to you and to the officers of OKI and your 
impeccable, wonderful supporting staff and all who are the backbone of the OKI organization from the 
executive committee and the members of the board; thank you very, very much. From the bottom of my 
heart. I don’t deserve this award. I really don’t. But, I accept it on behalf of all of the work we have done 
together, on behalf of the organization, Hamilton County, our President Denise Driehaus, Commissioner 
Stephanie Summerow-Dumas and my chief of staff, Victoria Parks, thank you for everything. Serving on 
OKI has been one of the most important things that I have done in my public career of service. I am so 
thankful. I’m Thankful to God, the voters who elected me and put me in that position and all of you. For 
the privilege and opportunity that I had to make whatever small contributions I have done to this region. 
This region, it is growing. It is thriving. It is succeeding; because of the collective efforts of everyone in 
this room. And so, if you think I am worthy I will accept, but I accept on behalf of all of you and all of your 
great work that we have been able to do together. Thank you so very much and God bless you all.  

President Knochelmann told Commissioner Portune that he thought he received the longest standing 
ovation of anyone he has seen in a long time. He told Commissioner Portune that a few people would 
like to come up and say a few words if he had some time.  
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Commissioner TC Rodgers: You were President when I got here. When they asked me to be the president 
later on, I would see how you conducted things with a polish and decorum and I said to myself, I can’t do 
that. You have been somebody I have always looked up to, even though I am taller. God Bless you. 

Mr. Jim O’Reilly: I chaired the nominating committee the year you were chosen to be president. Not only 
did you give us a vision, but you actually turned it out. You achieved what you told us in the nominating 
committee. Thank you for your sincere and honest work for us over the years.  

Trustee Christine Matacic: You always fight the fight and you fight it to the end and that’s what makes 
you the person that you are. You have always been in there teaching us all how to keep fighting the fight 
and making sure that we stay above the fray and do what’s right. Not just because we feel it’s right but 
because it is right for our communities. Thank you for all we have done together. I hope we can do a few 
more things together. You are very deserving of this award because you have set the example for all of 
us. Thank you.  

Ms. Marilyn Hyland: We want to thank you and congratulate you and thank you for being the best friend 
of integrated transportation anywhere.  

Mr. Darryl Haley: thank you for your many decades of passion and commitment to this region. We would 
be a very different region without you. I just wanted to come up and say thank you.  

Mr. Geoff Milz: You are a hometown hero in Colerain. You grew up in Colerain Township. The last time 
we were together was to celebrate the dedication of your Alma Mater in Colerain; Struble Elementary. 
You have always been a huge champion for Colerain Township, for Hamilton County and for the region. It 
is such a special honor to be able to thank you. So, thank you so very much.  

President Knochelmann: You are not totally agreeable that you accept this award, but you are probably 
the epitome of why the Henry Mann Award exists. The point that I would just acknowledge to you is that 
when I think about watching you the past number of years is that when you talk about not only your 
intellect and your energy and character and working on regional issues that move everyone forward 
regardless of ever taking credit for it that is what you stand for which I think is something you set a 
standard for that we all should aspire to.  

Commissioner David Painter: On behalf of the board of the Clermont County Commissioners, Ed 
Humphrey, Claire Corcoran and Bob Proud, thank you for your leadership and all you have done for 
Hamilton County and the state of Ohio. And on behalf of Treasurer Jeannie Zurmehly– I have to tell you a 
story between Jeanie and I. She told me, when Todd was a young man and he would walk into the office 
he was one of the best looking men. He was absolutely James Dean. I told her there is a difference 
between them now. A lot of people don’t know who James Dean is anymore, but they damn sure know 
who Todd Portune is! You are more than worthy of this award. Thank you Commissioner.  
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Mr. Mark Policinski: I don’t think I can get through this…..so……I want you to know, I am your number 
one pupil. Thanks for everything. That’s all I can get out. For the first time in my life I’m speechless.  

President Knochelmann: Commissioner, it is very clear there are a lot of people in the room who have not 
only your respect but also your concern. And we love you and we are praying for you. We acknowledge 
and honor your work and continued work. Your strength is probably as good as anybody’s in this room 
and more than most of us have ever seen. We know you’re going to continue to fight the good fight and 
we will be praying for you and thinking about you and hopefully celebrating with you here in the coming 
days and weeks.  

Commissioner Portune was incredibly thankful for all the support and kind words from everyone and the 
honor of being award such a prestigious award. He thanked everyone for their work on the board, their 
friendship and their support.  

President Knochelmann continued the meeting after the call with Mr. Portune by requesting the 
December 12, 2019 Executive Committee meeting be cancelled. With no objections, Ms. Matacic 
moved to cancel the meeting. Mr. Rodgers seconded the motion; motion carried.  
 

B. Approval of October 10, 2019 Board of Directors Meeting Minutes 
 

President Knochelmann called for corrections and/or additions to the October 10, 2019 minutes 
of the Board of Directors meeting. There being none, Ms. Matacic moved that the minutes be 
approved as presented. Mr. David Painter seconded the motion; motion carried. 

 

C. Executive Director’s Report 
 
Mr. Policinski recognized one new staff member at OKI, Brett Porter.  
 
Mr. Policinski reported that the Governor Elect for Kentucky will have ramifications to us in this 
region; one being how he is going to proceed with the Commonwealth’s answer to its portion of 
the financing for the Brent Spence Bridge.  
 
Mr. Policinski reminded everyone of a couple items; the past two Kentucky Governors did not 
support tolls when they began their terms. Once they recognized the changing times regarding 
federal funding for large infrastructure projects, they changed their minds. He also stated, until 
the administration is in place, let’s allow the Governor time to announce the path he will take.  
 

D. Legislative Update  
 

Ms. Lorrie Platt, staff, reported that the Build 2019 Awards were reported earlier in the week. 
Formerly known as Tiger Grants, these are the transportation and infrastructure projects that 
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promise to achieve national objectives. Nearly $900 million was awarded to 55 projects in 35 
states. Unfortunately, our region did not secure an award. There were more than 600 applicants.  
 
Ms. Platt also reported that it does not look like there will be a government shutdown. It was 
announced Tuesday afternoon that Congress will pass a government wide temporary spending 
bill to keep the government running through December 20, 2019.  The current resolution funds 
agencies through next Thursday, Nov. 21st.  ($1.4 trillion worth of agency spending bills). 
 
Ms. Platt reported that a new infrastructure funding idea was announced by Senator Rand Paul 
of Kentucky. He introduced the Penny Plan to Enhance Infrastructure Act. He would like to cut 1 
percent from the government’s discretionary spending and that would provide $12.3 billion in 
2020 in funding for highways, airports, railroads, waterways, ports, military construction and 
rural utility services. It would not touch Medicaid, Medicare or Social Security. Paul’s new bill has 
been referred to the Senate Budget Committee.   
 

E. Finance Officer's Report  
 
Ms. Purcy Nance, staff, reported that the Finance Officer’s Report was distributed around the 
table. She explained that the report is on the financial statements for the period ended 
September 30, 2019 and includes current cash information. 

Ms. Nance referred members to page 2 for the current information. As of November 8, OKI had 
$407,079 in the PNC checking account, $17,770 in the HSA/FSA checking account and $680,916 
in the STAR Ohio money market mutual fund. She reported that there has been no recent activity 
on OKI’s line of credit and there is no outstanding balance at report date. 

 
Ms. Nance stated that page 3 contains the balance sheet as of September 30. She reported that 
Cash and Investments are up 2% from this time last year. Receivables are up 13% from this time 
last year due to the due to increased FTA 5310 project activity and installation of the final two 
bridge count stations. Ms. Nance reported that as of September 30, there were $879,000 in 
receivables, $831,000 associated with August and September invoices and $48,000 outstanding 
from July and earlier. She further stated that payables are up 84%, or $101,000, from this time 
last year due to the update of OKI’s board room sound system and timing of routine invoices. 

 
Ms. Nance stated that Revenue information is located on page 4. She reported that as of 
September 30, OKI is 25% of the way through the budgeted year. Overall, revenues are at 27%, 
which is on budget. She noted the following items: Federal Revenues are ahead of budget due to 
the timing of FTA pass through activities; Local revenues are ahead of budget due to the timing 
of county funding payments; Miscellaneous Revenues are ahead of budget due to the timing of 
OKI’s annual meeting; and Contributed Services are ahead of budget due to the timing of FTA 
pass through project activities. 
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Ms. Nance stated that page 5 contains Expense information. She reported that Overall Expenses 
are at 24%, which is on budget. Ms. Nance noted the following items: Categories 1 and 2, Salaries 
and Fringe Benefits, are under budget due to staff positions open early in the year; Category 3, 
Travel, Subsistence and Professional Development is under budget  do to the timing of agency 
membership renewals; Category 4, Printing, Marketing and Contractual is ahead of budget due 
to the timing of 5310 pass through project activities and the seasonal nature of the Clean Air 
outreach campaign; Category 5, Other Expenditures, is ahead of budget due to the timing of 
software maintenance contract renewals combined with completion of installation of the final 
two bridge count stations; and Category 6, Contributed Services, is ahead of budget due to timing 
of FTA pass through project activities.  
 
Ms. Nance stated that page 6 contains the General Fund Balance information. She reported that 
the General Fund Balance has had a net increase of approximately $162,000 year to date. The 
two components of this increase are timing differences and year to date activities. The timing 
differences include a $151,000 increase due to timing of county funding payments and a $46,000 
decrease due to the application of negotiated fringe and indirect rates. The remaining $57,000 
increase is associated with year to date operations and timing of active projects. Resulting in a 
year to date fund balance of $1,639,000, of this amount $605,000 is committed to active projects.  
 
There being no discussion, Mr. Rogers moved that the Executive Committee accept and file the 
Finance Officer’s Report dated November 14, 2019. Mr. David Painter seconded the motion; 
motion carried.  
 
ITEM #2:  2050 METROPOLITAN TRANSPORTATION PLAN PRESENTATION #4 

 -Emerging Technologies and Scenario Testing 
 

Mr. Andy Reser, OKI Staff, TIP Amendment #4 adds one project to the TIP.  This is replacing stone 
masonry and concrete on and around the façade of the Lytle Tunnel using federal Major Bridge 
funds.  The project is exempt from air quality conformity. A draft of the TIP Amendment was 
placed on our website for comment since October 28, it was also sent to our Interagency 
Consultation Group, and we have received no comments.  

 
ITEM #3: INTERMODAL COORDINATING COMMITTEE REPORT 
 

A. Amendment #4 of the FY 2020-2023 Transportation Improvement Program 
 
Mr. Robert Koehler, OKI Staff, mentioned Staff is currently working on a draft project list to 
present in February and will ask for adoption in June. Public participation will be ongoing over 
the course of the Plan development as well.   
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The fourth presentation related to the update of the Metropolitan Transportation Plan, covers 
emerging technologies that will shape our transportation future as well as discuss an approach 
to plan scenarios.  
 
Mr. Koehler described and discussed emerging technologies that will impact transportation 
including digital short-range communication (DSRC) and vehicle to anything (V2X) technologies. 
For the past several years, (DSRC) has been the only V2X technology available. DSRC is a radio 
technology operating in the 5.9 GHz band dedicated to ITS. Equipment in the DSRC Service 
comprises On-Board Units (OBUs) and Roadside Units (RSUs). An OBU is a transceiver mounted 
in or on a vehicle. RSUs is a transceiver mounted along a road or pedestrian passageway or in 
traffic signals or overhead gantries. Cellular V2X is a newer, totally different technology that 
shows great promise for connecting vehicles to everything, including the network, other vehicles, 
even pedestrians. It relies on cellular communications and the advantages are longer distances 
and better non line of sight and uses existing mobile LTE cellular network.  5G networks are the 
next generation of mobile internet connectivity, offering faster speeds and more reliable 
connections on smartphones and other devices than ever before and has important applications 
in transportation because of its speed, broadband and ultra-low latency. 

 

Mr. Koehler continued his presentation discussing Plan Scenarios. This focused on assumptions 
of fully autonomous vehicle saturation, ridesharing and what the impacts will be on 
transportation in 2050. OKI has developed an estimate of 70% of vehicles on the road in 2050 
will be fully autonomous using national and in-house resources. Staff will evaluate several 
scenarios to estimate the impact this may have on the mix of traditional and transportation 
system management and operations (TSMO). This 2050 Plan will roll ITS into a broader category 
of TSMO. TSMO may be a growing share of the overall investment of a new system and corridor 
approach to optimizing mobility.  

 
ITEM #4: CONSENT AGENDA 
 
Mr. David Painter moved that the Executive Committee approve the consent agenda as mailed. 
Ms. Matacic seconded the motion; motion carried. There were no committee announcements. 

ITEM #5: OTHER BUSINESS 
 
There was no other business for discussion. 
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ITEM #6: ADJOURNMENT  
 
Ms. Matacic moved to adjourn the Board of Directors. Mr. Earlywine seconded the motion. The 
meeting adjourned at 11:31 a.m. 

 

     _______________________________________  
     KRIS KNOCHELMANN, PRESIDENT 

 

     ______________________________________  
     MARK R. POLICINSKI, SECRETARY 

 


