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MEETING MINUTES 
OF THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE OF THE 

OHIO-KENTUCKY-INDIANA REGIONAL COUNCIL OF GOVERNMENTS 
MAY 9, 2019 - 10:30 A.M. 

OKI BOARD ROOM 
 

• Call to Order 
 

President Knochelmann, noting that there was a quorum, called the meeting to order at 10:32 
a.m. The following members were in attendance: 
 

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEMBERS 
 

 Judge Kris Knochelmann, Kenton County Fiscal Court, President 
 Judge Gary W. Moore, Boone County Fiscal Court, First Vice President 
 Mr. T.C. Rogers, Butler County Board of Commissioners, Past President 
 Judge Steve Pendery, Campbell County Fiscal Court 
 Mr. Edwin H. Humphrey, Clermont County Board of Commissioners 
 Mr. Rick Probst, Dearborn County Board of Commissioners 
 Ms. Victoria Parks, alternate for Todd Portune, Hamilton County Board of Commissioners 
 Mr. Joe Vogel, alternate for Greg Landsman, Cincinnati, Ohio 
 Mr. Robert Brown, Hamilton, Ohio 
 Mr. Richard Richardson, Lawrenceburg, Indiana 
 Mr. Joe Mulligan, alternate for Larry Mulligan, Middletown, Ohio 
 Mr. Geoff Milz, alternate for Daniel Unger, Colerain Township 
 Mr. Karl B. Schultz, Miami Township 
 Mr. Robert K. McGee, Union Township 
 Mr. Mark Welch, West Chester Township 
 Ms. Christine Matacic, Butler County Association of Township Trustees & Clerks 
 Mr. Gregory Orosz, alternate for Jonathan Sams, Warren Co. Assn. of Twp. Trustees & Clerks 
 Mr. David Okum, Hamilton County Regional Planning Commission 
 Ms. Emi Randall, alternate for Dennis Andrew Gordon, PDS of Kenton County 
 Mr. Ryan Cook, alternate for Stan Williams, Warren County Regional Planning Commission 
 Mr. Roger Kerlin, Resident Member 
 Mr. Kenneth F. Reed, Resident Member, Treasurer 
 Mr. V. Anthony Simms-Howell, Ohio Comm. on Hispanic/Latino Affairs, Resident Member 
 Mr. Tom Voss, Resident Member 
 Mr. Ted Hubbard, Hamilton County Engineer 
 Mr. David Painter, Clermont County Board of Commissioners 
 Mr. Jim Ude, Indiana Department of Transportation 
 Mr. Robert Yeager, Kentucky Transportation Cabinet 
 Mr. Tommy Arnold, alternate for Tammy Campbell, Ohio Department of Transportation 
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 Executive Committee Members (continued) 
 Mr. Darryl Haley, Southwest Ohio Regional Transit Authority 
 Mr. Andrew Aiello, Transit Authority of Northern Kentucky 
 Mr. Matt Dutkevicz, alternate for Christopher Lawson, Butler Co. Regional Transit Authority 
 

BOARD MEMBERS 
  

 Mr. Charlie Cleves, Bellevue, Kentucky 
 Ms. Rosalind Moore, Forest Park, Ohio 
 Mr. Hank Menninger, Harrison, Ohio 
 Ms. Donna Laake, Norwood, Ohio 
 Mr. Dan Bell, Taylor Mill, Kentucky 
 Mr. Tom Peck, Clermont County Township Association 
 Ms. Cathy Flaig, Boone County Fiscal Court 
 Mr. Kim Patton, Boone County Planning Commission 
 Ms. Katherine Keough-Jurs, Cincinnati (City) Planning Commission 
 Mr. Bill Brayshaw, Resident Member 
 Ms. Stephanie Summerow Dumas, Hamilton Co. Board of Commissioners, Resident Member 
 Mr. Nick Hendrix, Kenton County Public Works, Resident Member 
 Mr. Pete Metz, Cincinnati USA Regional Chamber, Resident Member 
 Mr. Scott Pennington, Boone County Engineer, Resident Member 
   

GUESTS 
 

 Mr. Jim Lukas, representing Kevin Hardman, Sharonville, Ohio 
 Mr. Nate Simon, representing Denise Driehaus, Hamilton County Board of Commissioners 
 Mr. Matt Van Sant, Clermont County Chamber of Commerce 
 Ms. Ashley Patrick, DLZ 
 Mr. Skip Schulte, Citizen 
 Mr. Paul Butt, O.R. Colan 
 Ms. Amy O’Conell, KZF Design 
 Ms. Marcie Mathews, DLZ 
  

LEGAL COUNSEL 
 

 Mr. Aaron Herzig, Taft, Stettinius & Hollister 
 

STAFF 
 

 Mr. Mark Policinski Mr. Robert W. Koehler Ms. Marilyn F. Osborne 
 Ms. Karen Whitaker Ms. Purcy Nance Ms. Lorrie Platt 
 Mr. Andy Reser Mr. Brad Mason Mr. Adam Evans 
 Mr. Travis Miller Ms. Margaret Minzner Ms. Sincerrai Gentry 
 Ms. Audrey Laiveling Mr. Brandon Rudd Mr. Alireza Abrin 
 Ms. Robyn Bancroft Ms. Summer Jones Ms. Florence Parker 
 Mr. Liren Zhou Mr. James Pickering 
 
Mr. Dan Bell led the Executive Committee in the Pledge of Allegiance.  
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• Announcements 

President Knochelmann reminded everyone to sign in for attendance purposes. He also reminded 
everyone that this is an Executive Committee meeting and that Executive Committee members 
or their alternates are able to vote, Board members are not able to vote. 
 
ITEM #1: ADMINISTRATIVE  
 

A. President’s Report 
 

• Board Meeting Change  
President Knochelmann requested that the July 11 Board of Directors meeting be cancelled and 
the June 13 meeting be changed to a Board meeting in place of an Executive Committee meeting. 
Mr. Rogers moved to cancel the July meeting and call a Board of Directors meeting in June. Mr. 
Reed seconded the motion; motion carried. 
 
 B. Approval of April 11, 2019 Board of Directors Meeting Minutes 
 
President Knochelmann called for corrections and/or additions to the April 11, 2019 minutes of 
the Board of Directors meeting. There being none, Mr. Humphrey moved that the minutes be 
approved as presented. Ms. Matacic seconded the motion; motion carried. 
   

C. Executive Director’s Report 
 
Mr. Policinski reported that there was good news in Ohio regarding funding. He explained that 
OKI was notified earlier this year that because of the shortfall in ODOT revenues, we would have 
our STP funds reduced by 7%. A few days ago, staff was notified by ODOT that because of the 
new legislation increasing the gas tax and thanks to the outstanding leadership at ODOT, the 7% 
will be being restored. This amounts to approximately $5 million over the biennium. Staff has 
already added these dollars to the pool of Ohio funds for this year’s funding cycle. 
 
In regard to national transportation legislation, Mr. Policinski reported that he has been 
contacted regarding how the new bill could address bridges of national and regional significance. 
The issue is how the criteria is set for building new bridges such that the most needed bridges 
are funded. He pointed out that part of the challenge in finding a rational description of necessity 
was caused by the removal of the term “functionally obsolete” by FHWA in describing bridge 
conditions. In the past, functional obsolete bridges automatically qualified. He reported that he 
is working with Bob Koehler to set criteria to be sure these important infrastructure projects are 
funded. He stated that he is not optimistic that there will be transportation legislation this 
Congress, however these negotiations are important for the next federal reauthorization bill, 
which will occur in next Congress. 
 
Mr. Policinski reported that Clean Fuels Ohio, which is a member of the U.S. Department of 
Energy Clean Cities Coalition, has asked OKI to host a meeting to discuss Electric Vehicles and 
their introduction into local jurisdictions. He explained that the general state of EV’s in Ohio, 
model local policies that are best practice, and overview of fleet electrification and other issues 
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tied to EVs are potential topics to share with local jurisdictions. It is anticipated that this will take 
place sometime in July, but he will keep members updated. 
 
Mr. Policinski reported that the Communications Department, utilizing the work of Brad Mason, 
has conducted a survey of the region regarding Autonomous Vehicles. At next month’s Board 
meeting, Brad will provide a detailed breakdown of the survey results. He stated that the survey, 
which ended Monday, reached 80,000 people on Facebook and solicited over 1,000 responses 
with 20,000 data points. He pointed out that the survey also generated over 300 new email 
subscribers interested in information regarding OKI’s 2050 Plan and other OKI activities. 
 
Mr. Policinski reported that OKI’s work on transportation technology has gained national notice. 
He has been asked to present at the National Association of Regional Council’s Annual 
Convention on the topic of how OKI is working in the region to efficiently introduce this 
technology with the sole aim of solving existing or future transportation problems. 
 
Mr. Policinski explained that last month, he provided the statistic that distracted driving causes 
350,000 accidents a year in the U.S. He reported that he heard another figure this past month 
which puts the number to 500,000—which includes hands-free talking. 
 

D. Legislative Update  
 
Ms. Lorrie Platt, staff, reported that on May 1, Ohio TRAC opened up for projects. Applications 
are due Friday, May 31. She explained that typically there is more than $14 million in available 
funds. Applications should be submitted to OKI for review. More information, including 
application guidelines, FAQs and the online application, is available on ODOT’s website at  
www.dot.shate.oh.us. 
 
Ms. Platt also reported that about a week ago, US DOT announced that they are accepting 
applications for the 2019 BUILD grants (Better Utilizing Investments to Leverage Development).  
These grants are for investments in surface transportation infrastructure and will be awarded on 
a competitive basis to projects that have significant local or regional impact. BUILD funding can 
support roads, bridges, transit, rail, and ports of intermodal transportation. She explained that 
for this round, the maximum grant award is $25 million and no more than $90 million can be 
awarded to a single state. The deadline is July 15. Access to the Apply function will be made 
available at www.grants.gov by June 3. Ms. Platt reported that staff is aware of three projects in 
the region that plan to apply for funding: KY 536, with KYTC as a sponsor; Western Hills Viaduct, 
with City of Cincinnati a sponsor; and State Route 32 Appalachian Corridor Project, with ODOT as 
the sponsor (if they are not successful for the Infra grant). 

Ms. Platt reported that President Trump, along with House Speaker Nancy Pelosi and Senate 
Minority Leader Chuck Schumer, met last week to discuss the possibility of a bipartisan 
infrastructure deal. The two sides reportedly reached an agreement on the outline of a $2 trillion 
infrastructure plan. Details on the agreement are still emerging, but it appears the White House 
and Congressional Democrats have not reached agreement on how to pay for the infrastructure 
package – something that could be a major sticking point for talks going forward. She explained 

http://www.dot.shate.oh.us/
http://www.grants.gov/
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that the announcement indicates that infrastructure investment remains one of the few current 
areas of potential bipartisan agreement on the Hill. The President and Congressional leaders are 
expected to meet again in the coming weeks to continue discussions. 

Ms. Platt reported that 2019 Public Service Recognition Ceremony was scheduled to take place 
today following the meeting, however due to the weather, it was cancelled. She recognized the 
honorees submitted by Board members:   

  
• Nick Garuckus – City Clerk, Hamilton County; nominated by Robert Brown 
• Larry Klein – Served in Kenton County Treasurer’s Office, as Ft. Wright’s Chief 

Administrative Officer and City of Covington’s City Manager; nominated by Roger Kerlin  
• Denise Roberts – Formerly at the City of Hamilton and currently with the Butler County 

Transportation Improvement District; nominated by Gregory Wilkens 
• Curtis Rouse – Electrician with the City of Hamilton; nominated by Mike Ionna 
• David Spinney – Executive Director of the Butler County Transportation Improvement 

District; nominated by Gregory Wilkens  
• Brandon Collett – District Bridge Engineer for ODOT District 8; nominated by Tommy 

Arnold 
 

Ms. Platt stated that these individuals have gone above and beyond on a consistent basis and all 
they do for our region is appreciated. She also recognized Florence Parker, staff, for her steadfast 
work on this year in and year out.  

 
E. Finance Officer's Report 

 
Ms. Purcy Nance, staff, reported that the Finance Officer’s Report was distributed around the 
table. She explained that the report is on the financial statements for the period ended March 
31, 2019 and includes current cash information. 
 
Ms. Nance referred members to page 2 for the current information. As of May 3, OKI had 
$488,784 in the PNC checking account, $18,888 in the HSA/FSA checking account and $698,525 
in the STAR Ohio money market mutual fund. She reported that there has been no recent activity 
on OKI’s line of credit and there is no outstanding balance at report date. 

 
Ms. Nance stated that page 3 contains the balance sheet as of March 31. She reported that Cash 
and Investments are down 5% from this time last year. Receivables are up 41% from this time 
last year due to the due to the timing of routine invoice payments. Ms. Nance reported that as 
of March 31, there were $986,000 in receivables, $980,000 associated with February and March 
invoices and $6,000 outstanding from January and earlier. She further stated that payables are 
up 132%, or $68,000, from this time last year due to the timing of routine invoices. 

 
Ms. Nance stated that Revenue information is located on page 4. She reported that as of March 
31, OKI is 75% of the way through the budgeted year. Overall, revenues are at 73%, which is on 
budget. She noted the following items: Federal Revenues are ahead of budget due to the timing 
of FTA pass through activities; Local revenues are ahead of budget due to the timing of county 
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funding payments; Miscellaneous Revenues are ahead of budget due to the timing of OKI’s 
annual meeting; and Contributed Services are behind budget due to the timing of the RideShare 
and Clean Air outreach campaigns offset by FTA pass through project activities. 
 
Ms. Nance stated that page 5 contains Expense information. She reported that Overall Expenses 
are at 69%, which is on budget. Ms. Nance noted the following items: Category 3, Travel, 
Subsistence and Professional Development is behind budget due to the timing of professional 
development activities, Board travel and agency membership renewals; Category 4, Printing, 
Marketing and Contractual is behind budget due to the timing of the Clean Air and RideShare 
outreach campaigns offset by FTA 5310 pass through activities; and Category 6, Contributed 
Services is behind budget due to timing of the RideShare and Clean Air outreach campaigns offset 
by FTA pass through project activities.  
 
Ms. Nance stated that page 6 contains the General Fund Balance information. She reported that 
the General Fund Balance has had a net increase of approximately $198,000 year to date. The 
two components of this increase are timing differences and year to date activities. The timing 
differences include a $170,000 increase due to timing of county funding payments and a 
$104,000 decrease due to the application of negotiated fringe and indirect rates. The remaining 
$132,000 increase is associated with year to date operations and timing of active projects. 
Resulting in a year to date fund balance of $1,565,000, of this amount $388,000 is committed to 
active projects.  
 
Ms. Dumas asked whether it was possible to receive the Finance Officer’s report prior to the 
meeting. Ms. Nance explained that it is a timing issue with invoices and monthly closing but she 
will work on it and see what she can do. 
 
There being no discussion, Mr. Reed moved that the Executive Committee accept and file the 
Finance Officer’s Report dated May 9, 2019. Mr. Humphrey seconded the motion; motion carried. 
 
ITEM #2: BUDGET COMMITTEE REPORT  
 
Mr. Ken Reed, Treasurer, reported that the Budget Committee met prior to the Executive 
Committee meeting for the presentation from staff of the FY 2020 budget. He reported that staff 
presented a balanced and fiscally sound budget. He pointed out that this is the 21st consecutive 
year that there has been no increase to the county contributions, which is a huge 
accomplishment. Mr. Reed explained that Mr. Policinski and staff have been preparing the 
Budget Committee for the potential necessity of additional staff in the future due to the 
increased work loads of staff with the advent of technology and the need to strategically address 
these issues. He complimented staff for their great work. 
 
Mr. Reed reported that the Budget Committee reviewed the budget and voted to move forward 
with presentation to the Board in June with a request of approval so it is in place for the next 
fiscal year which begins on July 1. He thanked staff for their work on the budget. 
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Judge Knochelmann asked members to review the budget when they receive it reach out to Mark 
Policinski or Purcy Nance with any questions. 
 
ITEM #3: PRESENTATION BY CLERMONT COUNTY CHAMBER OF COMMERCE 
 
Mr. Matt Van Sant, President/CEO of the Clermont County Chamber of Commerce provided an 
overview of the county as the Chamber celebrates its 50th anniversary. Mr. Van Sant explained 
that when the Chamber was formed, Clermont County had a population of 95,000 and did not 
have a hospital or an institute of higher learning. Within three years of their formation, both were 
in place and Eastgate Mall was built shortly after. As the population grew, they worked on 
attracting businesses to the area. Today Clermont County has a population of 225,000.  
 
Mr. Van Sant pointed out that the quality of the leadership of the county has had the greatest 
impact on the greater good of the community. It was important to have leaders that understood 
the needs of the community, had courage and were honest. He thanked all those who have 
stepped up and run for office and that have supported the business community. He also thanked 
OKI for being a great partner. 
 
Mr. Policinski asked what the biggest problem is facing Clermont County. Mr. Van Sant explained 
that workforce issues can be a problem The Chamber is currently working with the emerging 
work force and has 500-1,000 volunteers teaching high school students the rules of the 
workplace. This is both a short and long-term issue. Highway access is another short-term issue. 
 
ITEM #4: INTERMODAL COORDINATING COMMITTEE REPORT 
 
Mr. Andy Reser, staff, reported that the ICC met on Tuesday, May 7. Jim Pickering and Brad 
Mason of OKI staff presented the Legislative and Technology report.  Wade Johnston of Tri-State 
Trails presented information on Green Umbrella’s CROWN project. He explained that CROWN 
stands for the Cincinnati Riding Or Walking Network and is a vision for a 104-mile active 
transportation network around Cincinnati’s urban core. The ICC approved a TIP Administrative 
Modification. He also reported that two resolutions were recommended for the Executive 
Committee’s approval—Amendment #17 to the FY2018-2021 TIP and adoption of new FY2020-
2023 TIP.   
 

A. Amendment #17 of the FY 2018-2021 Transportation Improvement Program 

Mr. Reser stated that TIP Amendment #17 involves four highway projects and one transit project, 
all in Kentucky and all as a result of recent Congestion Mitigation Air Quality (CMAQ) and 
Transportation Alternatives (TA) funding awards by KYTC. It adds a CMAQ project in Boone 
County to add a turn lane and sidewalks at US 42 and I-71/75. In Dayton, Campbell County, it 
adds a TA project for sharrows along KY 8. He explained that sharrows are road markings to 
indicate that the street is shared between bicycles and motor vehicles. In Kenton County, the 
amendment adds a project to improve safety and congestion on I-71/75 in Covington near the 
Brent Spence Bridge.  It would close the current 4th Street on-ramp and provide access from 4th 
to NB I-71/75 via a new “Texas Turnaround” at the Pike Street ramp. It would also extend the 
fourth lane on NB I-71/75 south from the Pike Street ramp. Also in Kenton, Park Hills was awarded 
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TA funds to construct a sidewalk on St. Joseph Lane. In addition, TANK was awarded CMAQ funds 
to purchase four electric hybrid buses to replace older diesel buses. Mr. Reser reported that all 
projects are exempt from air quality conformity and have been posted on OKI’s website for 
comment since April 24. No comments were received.   
 
Ms. Matacic moved that the Executive Committee approve Resolution 2019-11 regarding 
Amendment #17 of the FY 2018-2021 Transportation Improvement Program. Mr. Rogers 
seconded the motion; motion carried. 
 

B.  Adoption of the OKI FY 2020-2023 Transportation Improvement Program 

Mr. Reser explained that OKI is responsible for preparing biennially a 4-year program of projects 
in this region that will make use of available Federal-Aid Highway funds and Federal Transit 
Administration funds. The OKI Fiscal Years 2020–2023 TIP provides this list of highway and transit 
projects and will replace the existing FY 2018–2021 TIP. The OKI FY 2020–2023 TIP is the short-
range element of the 2040 Regional Plan. The FY 2020–2023 TIP will become effective with 
inclusion into the State Transportation Improvement Programs (STIPs) for Ohio, Kentucky and 
Indiana and US DOT approval. He explained that Ohio is not updating their STIP in 2019, and Ohio 
projects listed in OKI’s TIP for FY22 and FY23 are provided for information only. Ohio is planning 
a new STIP for next year, going out through FY24, and OKI will begin this process again soon and 
have a new FY 2021-2024 TIP next spring.  Mr. Reser reported that the new TIP adds 38 projects 
that have been awarded OKI sub-allocated federal funds within the past 2 years. It also adds 14 
ODOT, KYTC and INDOT projects. 
 
Mr. Reser reported that prior to presentation to the Executive Committee, the draft TIP was 
reviewed by the Intermodal Coordinating Committee and OKI’s Interagency Consultation Group 
of Federal, State and local partners, was the subject of a public hearing on May 6, and has been 
out for public comment since April 11. No public comments were received. 
 
Mr. Humphrey moved that the Executive Committee approve Resolution 2019-12 adopting the 
OKI FY 2020-2023 Transportation Improvement Program. Mr. Reed seconded the motion; motion 
carried. 
 
ITEM #5: MARKETING FOR THE RIDESHARE PROGRAM 
 
Ms. Summer Jones, staff, explained that RideShare continues to help commuters in the area find 
alternative forms of transportation and relieve congestion on the roadways.  
 
Ms. Jones explained that there are two parts of this resolution. The first part is the authority to 
enter into contracts with vehicle providers not to exceed the amount of $96,000 for the vanpool 
program. She explained that the vanpool program is crucial to removing single-occupant vehicles. 
RideShare subsidizes a portion of the capital cost of the van to make vanpooling a cost-effective 
alternative for commuters rather than driving alone. 
 
Ms. Jones explained that the second part of the resolution gives the Executive Director authority 
to enter into agreements exceeding $30,000. This will allow staff to move forward with this 
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program in a timely, cost-effective manner. The funding for this program is included in OKI’s work 
program and has been approved by ODOT, KYTC and FHWA. 
 
Mr. Reed moved that the Executive Committee approve Resolution 2019-13 regarding marketing 
for the FY 2019 RideShare program. Mr. Hubbard seconded the motion; motion carried. 
 
ITEM #6: MARKETING FOR THE REGIONAL CLEAN AIR PROGRAM 
 
Ms. Jones explained that this resolution seeks contractual authority to utilize funding for this 
summer’s clean air campaign. She stated that we are now upon the critical months for this 
program, which are typically May through September. Approval of this resolution will allow staff 
to execute the marketing program without delay in a cost-effective manner. The resolution seeks 
authority for the Executive Director to enter agreements exceeding $30,000.  
 
Ms. Jones reported that the funding for this program is included in OKI’s work program and has 
been approved by ODOT, KYTC and FHWA. 
 
Mr. Rogers moved that the Executive Committee approve Resolution 2019-14 regarding 
marketing for the FY 2019 regional Clean Air program. Ms. Matacic seconded the motion; motion 
carried. 
 
ITEM #7: CONSENT AGENDA 
 
Mr. Humphrey moved that the Executive Committee approve the consent agenda as mailed. Mr. 
Ms. Matacic seconded the motion; motion carried. 
 
ITEM #8: OTHER BUSINESS 
 
There was no other business for discussion. 
 
ITEM #9: ADJOURNMENT 
 
Mr. Reed moved to adjourn the Executive Committee. Ms. Matacic seconded the motion. The 
meeting adjourned at 11:13 a.m. 
 
          
     _______________________________________  
     KRIS KNOCHELMANN, PRESIDENT 
 
 
     ______________________________________  
     MARK R. POLICINSKI, SECRETARY 
klw  
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