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MEETING MINUTES OF THE  
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETING OF THE 

OHIO-KENTUCKY-INDIANA REGIONAL COUNCIL OF GOVERNMENTS 
NOVEMBER 14, 2019--10:30 A.M. 

OKI BOARD ROOM 
 

• Call to Order 
 

President Knochelmann, noting there was a quorum, called the meeting to order at 10:33 a.m. 
with the following members in attendance.  
 

MEMBERS 
Judge/Executive Kris Knochelmann, Kenton County Fiscal Court, President 
Mr. Jeff Earlywine, alternate for Judge/Executive Gary Moore, Boone County Fiscal Court, 
First Vice President 
Mr. T. C. Rogers, Butler County Board of Commissioners, Past President 
Mr. David Painter, alternate for Mr. Ed Humphrey, Clermont County Board of 
Commissioners 
Ms. Beth Fennell, Newport, Kentucky 
Mr. Ted Hubbard, Hamilton County Engineers Office 
Ms. Christine Matacic, Butler County Assoc. of Township Trustees & Clerks 

 Ms. Merrie Stillpass, alternate for David Okum, Hamilton County Regional Planning 
Commission 

 Mr. Brian Painter, Campbell County Fiscal Court 
 Mr. David Painter, Clermont County Board of Commissioners, Second Vice President 

 Mr. Rick Probst, Dearborn County Board of Commissioners 
 Mr. Karl B. Schultz, Miami Township Board of Trustees 
 Mr. Mark Welch, West Chester Township Board of Trustees 

Mr. Charlie Cleves, Bellevue, Kentucky 
Ms. Tracy Theis, Madeira Ohio 
Mr. Tom Peck, Clermont County Township Association 
Mr. Taylor Corbett, Clermont County Planning Commission 
Ms. Katherine Keough-Jurs, Cincinnati (City) Planning Commission 

 Mr. Pete Metz, Cincinnati USA Regional Chamber 
 Mr. Henry Menninger, Harrison, Ohio 
 Mr. Robert McGee, Union Township 
 Mr. Dennis Andrew Gordon, PDS of Kenton County 
 Ms. Liz Hayden, Hamilton Planning Commission 

MEMBERS (continued) 
 Ms. Stephanie Summerow-Dumas, Hamilton County Board of Commissioners 

http://www.oki.org/
file://okiad4/groups/Communication/Branding/www.facebook.com/okiregional
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 Mr. Robert Yeager, Kentucky Transportation Cabinet 
Mr. Terry Summers, INDOT, alternate for Jim Ude, INDOT 
Mr. John Brazina, Alternate for Mr. Greg Landsman, Cincinnati, Ohio 
Mr. Tom Arnold, Alternate for Tammy Campbell, ODOT 
Mr. V. Anthony Simms-Howell, Ohio Comm. On Hispanic/Latino Affairs 

 Mr. Roger Kerlin, Resident Member  
Mr. Nick Hendrix, Kenton County Public Works 
Mr. Mark McCormack, Dearborn County Planning Commison 
Ms. Jude Hehman, Fort Mitchell, Kentucky, for Kenton County Fiscal Court 
Ms. Cathy Flaig, Boone County Fiscal Court 
Mr. Greg Orosz, alternate for Mr. Jonathan Sams, Warren County Association of Township 
Trustees & Clerks 
Mr. Tom Peck, Clermont County Township Association  
Mr. Geoff Milz, alternate for Mr. Unger, Colerain Township Board of Trustees 
Mr. Jim O’Reilly, Wyoming, Ohio 
Ms. Victoria Parks, representing Todd Portune, Hamilton County Board of 
Commissioners  
 

GUESTS 
Ms. Marilyn Hyland, I&O/CIND RR 
Mr. Skip Schulte, Citizen 
Ms. Ashley Patrick, DLZ 
Mr. Chris Wahlman, INDOT 
Ms. Emily McAfee, Clermont County Board of Commissioners 
Ms. Shannon Hartkemeyer, Butler County Association of Township Trustees & Clerks 
Mr. Jim Lukas, representing Kevin Hardman, Sharonville, Ohio 
 

LEGAL COUNSEL 
 Mr. Ed Diller, Taft, Stettinius & Hollister 
 

STAFF 
Mr. Mark Policinski 
Ms. Regina Fields 
Ms. Summer Jones 
Mr. Brandon Rudd 
Ms. Lorrie Platt 
Ms. Purcy Nance 
Ms. Jessica Ondrovic 

Mr. Bob Koehler 
Ms. Jenn Spreckelmeier 
Mr. Travis Miller 
Ms. Margaret Minzner 
Mr. Jim Pickering 
Ms. Suzanne Parkey 
 

Ms. Marilyn Osborne  
Mr. Andy Meyer  
Ms. Florence Parker 
Mr. Liren Zhou 
Mr. Andy Reser 
Ms. Gabriela Waesch 

 
 

Mr. Bob Yeager led the Executive Committee in the Pledge of Allegiance. 
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• Announcements 
 
President Knochelmann reminded everyone to sign in for attendance purposes. He also 
reminded everyone that this is an Executive Committee Meeting, Executive Committee 
Members or their alternates are able to vote; Board Members are not able to vote. 
 

 

ITEM #1: ADMINISTRATIVE  
A. President’s Report 

 
President Knochelmann began this meeting with a special presentation of the Henry Mann Award 
to OKI Board Member and past president, Todd Portune from the Hamilton County Board of 
Commissioners. Mr. Portune was unable to attend the meeting and therefore was called via 
speaker phone to accept the award. Todd wished he could be at the meeting with everyone. Many 
thanks were exchanged from several of the board members.  
 
President Knochelmann presented the Henry Mann Award to Mr. Portune by reading him the inscription 
on the plaque:  “In recognition of decades of supremely selfless service to OKI and the entire region; and 
in recognition of decades of unequalled accomplishments of the city, county and regional level; and in 
recognition of decades of civil and respective leadership to all.” 

Congratulations Commissioner! 

Commissioner Portune responded: Judge, first of all to you and to the officers of OKI and your 
impeccable, wonderful supporting staff and all who are the backbone of the OKI organization from the 
executive committee and the members of the board; thank you very, very much. From the bottom of my 
heart. I don’t deserve this award. I really don’t. But, I accept it on behalf of all of the work we have done 
together, on behalf of the organization, Hamilton County, our President Denise Driehaus, Commissioner 
Stephanie Summerow-Dumas and my chief of staff, Victoria Parks, thank you for everything. Serving on 
OKI has been one of the most important things that I have done in my public career of service. I am so 
thankful. I’m Thankful to God, the voters who elected me and put me in that position and all of you. For 
the privilege and opportunity that I had to make whatever small contributions I have done to this region. 
This region, it is growing. It is thriving. It is succeeding; because of the collective efforts of everyone in 
this room. And so, if you think I am worthy I will accept, but I accept on behalf of all of you and all of your 
great work that we have been able to do together. Thank you so very much and God bless you all.  

President Knochelmann told Commissioner Portune that he thought he received the longest standing 
ovation of anyone he has seen in a long time. He told Commissioner Portune that a few people would 
like to come up and say a few words if he had some time.  
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Commissioner TC Rodgers: You were President when I got here. When they asked me to be the president 
later on, I would see how you conducted things with a polish and decorum and I said to myself, I can’t do 
that. You have been somebody I have always looked up to, even though I am taller. God Bless you. 

Mr. Jim O’Reilly: I chaired the nominating committee the year you were chosen to be president. Not only 
did you give us a vision, but you actually turned it out. You achieved what you told us in the nominating 
committee. Thank you for your sincere and honest work for us over the years.  

Trustee Christine Matacic: You always fight the fight and you fight it to the end and that’s what makes 
you the person that you are. You have always been in there teaching us all how to keep fighting the fight 
and making sure that we stay above the fray and do what’s right. Not just because we feel it’s right but 
because it is right for our communities. Thank you for all we have done together. I hope we can do a few 
more things together. You are very deserving of this award because you have set the example for all of 
us. Thank you.  

Ms. Marilyn Hyland: We want to thank you and congratulate you and thank you for being the best friend 
of integrated transportation anywhere.  

Mr. Darryl Haley: thank you for your many decades of passion and commitment to this region. We would 
be a very different region without you. I just wanted to come up and say thank you.  

Mr. Geoff Milz: You are a hometown hero in Colerain. You grew up in Colerain Township. The last time 
we were together was to celebrate the dedication of your Alma Mater in Colerain; Struble Elementary. 
You have always been a huge champion for Colerain Township, for Hamilton County and for the region. It 
is such a special honor to be able to thank you. So, thank you so very much.  

President Knochelmann: You are not totally agreeable that you accept this award, but you are probably 
the epitome of why the Henry Mann Award exists. The point that I would just acknowledge to you is that 
when I think about watching you the past number of years is that when you talk about not only your 
intellect and your energy and character and working on regional issues that move everyone forward 
regardless of ever taking credit for it that is what you stand for which I think is something you set a 
standard for that we all should aspire to.  

Commissioner David Painter: On behalf of the board of the Clermont County Commissioners, Ed 
Humphrey, Claire Corcoran and Bob Proud, thank you for your leadership and all you have done for 
Hamilton County and the state of Ohio. And on behalf of Treasurer Jeannie Zurmehly– I have to tell you a 
story between Jeanie and I. She told me, when Todd was a young man and he would walk into the office 
he was one of the best looking men. He was absolutely James Dean. I told her there is a difference 
between them now. A lot of people don’t know who James Dean is anymore, but they damn sure know 
who Todd Portune is! You are more than worthy of this award. Thank you Commissioner.  
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Mr. Mark Policinski: I don’t think I can get through this…..so……I want you to know, I am your number 
one pupil. Thanks for everything. That’s all I can get out. For the first time in my life I’m speechless.  

President Knochelmann: Commissioner, it is very clear there are a lot of people in the room who have not 
only your respect but also your concern. And we love you and we are praying for you. We acknowledge 
and honor your work and continued work. Your strength is probably as good as anybody’s in this room 
and more than most of us have ever seen. We know you’re going to continue to fight the good fight and 
we will be praying for you and thinking about you and hopefully celebrating with you here in the coming 
days and weeks.  

Commissioner Portune was incredibly thankful for all the support and kind words from everyone and the 
honor of being award such a prestigious award. He thanked everyone for their work on the board, their 
friendship and their support.  

President Knochelmann continued the meeting after the call with Mr. Portune by requesting the 
December 12, 2019 Executive Committee meeting be cancelled. With no objections, Ms. Matacic 
moved to cancel the meeting. Mr. Rodgers seconded the motion; motion carried.  
 

B. Approval of October 10, 2019 Board of Directors Meeting Minutes 
 

President Knochelmann called for corrections and/or additions to the October 10, 2019 minutes 
of the Board of Directors meeting. There being none, Ms. Matacic moved that the minutes be 
approved as presented. Mr. David Painter seconded the motion; motion carried. 

 

C. Executive Director’s Report 
 
Mr. Policinski recognized one new staff member at OKI, Brett Porter.  
 
Mr. Policinski reported that the Governor Elect for Kentucky will have ramifications to us in this 
region; one being how he is going to proceed with the Commonwealth’s answer to its portion of 
the financing for the Brent Spence Bridge.  
 
Mr. Policinski reminded everyone of a couple items; the past two Kentucky Governors did not 
support tolls when they began their terms. Once they recognized the changing times regarding 
federal funding for large infrastructure projects, they changed their minds. He also stated, until 
the administration is in place, let’s allow the Governor time to announce the path he will take.  
 

D. Legislative Update  
 

Ms. Lorrie Platt, staff, reported that the Build 2019 Awards were reported earlier in the week. 
Formerly known as Tiger Grants, these are the transportation and infrastructure projects that 
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promise to achieve national objectives. Nearly $900 million was awarded to 55 projects in 35 
states. Unfortunately, our region did not secure an award. There were more than 600 applicants.  
 
Ms. Platt also reported that it does not look like there will be a government shutdown. It was 
announced Tuesday afternoon that Congress will pass a government wide temporary spending 
bill to keep the government running through December 20, 2019.  The current resolution funds 
agencies through next Thursday, Nov. 21st.  ($1.4 trillion worth of agency spending bills). 
 
Ms. Platt reported that a new infrastructure funding idea was announced by Senator Rand Paul 
of Kentucky. He introduced the Penny Plan to Enhance Infrastructure Act. He would like to cut 1 
percent from the government’s discretionary spending and that would provide $12.3 billion in 
2020 in funding for highways, airports, railroads, waterways, ports, military construction and 
rural utility services. It would not touch Medicaid, Medicare or Social Security. Paul’s new bill has 
been referred to the Senate Budget Committee.   
 

E. Finance Officer's Report  
 
Ms. Purcy Nance, staff, reported that the Finance Officer’s Report was distributed around the 
table. She explained that the report is on the financial statements for the period ended 
September 30, 2019 and includes current cash information. 

Ms. Nance referred members to page 2 for the current information. As of November 8, OKI had 
$407,079 in the PNC checking account, $17,770 in the HSA/FSA checking account and $680,916 
in the STAR Ohio money market mutual fund. She reported that there has been no recent activity 
on OKI’s line of credit and there is no outstanding balance at report date. 

 
Ms. Nance stated that page 3 contains the balance sheet as of September 30. She reported that 
Cash and Investments are up 2% from this time last year. Receivables are up 13% from this time 
last year due to the due to increased FTA 5310 project activity and installation of the final two 
bridge count stations. Ms. Nance reported that as of September 30, there were $879,000 in 
receivables, $831,000 associated with August and September invoices and $48,000 outstanding 
from July and earlier. She further stated that payables are up 84%, or $101,000, from this time 
last year due to the update of OKI’s board room sound system and timing of routine invoices. 

 
Ms. Nance stated that Revenue information is located on page 4. She reported that as of 
September 30, OKI is 25% of the way through the budgeted year. Overall, revenues are at 27%, 
which is on budget. She noted the following items: Federal Revenues are ahead of budget due to 
the timing of FTA pass through activities; Local revenues are ahead of budget due to the timing 
of county funding payments; Miscellaneous Revenues are ahead of budget due to the timing of 
OKI’s annual meeting; and Contributed Services are ahead of budget due to the timing of FTA 
pass through project activities. 
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Ms. Nance stated that page 5 contains Expense information. She reported that Overall Expenses 
are at 24%, which is on budget. Ms. Nance noted the following items: Categories 1 and 2, Salaries 
and Fringe Benefits, are under budget due to staff positions open early in the year; Category 3, 
Travel, Subsistence and Professional Development is under budget  do to the timing of agency 
membership renewals; Category 4, Printing, Marketing and Contractual is ahead of budget due 
to the timing of 5310 pass through project activities and the seasonal nature of the Clean Air 
outreach campaign; Category 5, Other Expenditures, is ahead of budget due to the timing of 
software maintenance contract renewals combined with completion of installation of the final 
two bridge count stations; and Category 6, Contributed Services, is ahead of budget due to timing 
of FTA pass through project activities.  
 
Ms. Nance stated that page 6 contains the General Fund Balance information. She reported that 
the General Fund Balance has had a net increase of approximately $162,000 year to date. The 
two components of this increase are timing differences and year to date activities. The timing 
differences include a $151,000 increase due to timing of county funding payments and a $46,000 
decrease due to the application of negotiated fringe and indirect rates. The remaining $57,000 
increase is associated with year to date operations and timing of active projects. Resulting in a 
year to date fund balance of $1,639,000, of this amount $605,000 is committed to active projects.  
 
There being no discussion, Mr. Rogers moved that the Executive Committee accept and file the 
Finance Officer’s Report dated November 14, 2019. Mr. David Painter seconded the motion; 
motion carried.  
 
ITEM #2:  2050 METROPOLITAN TRANSPORTATION PLAN PRESENTATION #4 

 -Emerging Technologies and Scenario Testing 
 

Mr. Andy Reser, OKI Staff, TIP Amendment #4 adds one project to the TIP.  This is replacing stone 
masonry and concrete on and around the façade of the Lytle Tunnel using federal Major Bridge 
funds.  The project is exempt from air quality conformity. A draft of the TIP Amendment was 
placed on our website for comment since October 28, it was also sent to our Interagency 
Consultation Group, and we have received no comments.  

 
ITEM #3: INTERMODAL COORDINATING COMMITTEE REPORT 
 

A. Amendment #4 of the FY 2020-2023 Transportation Improvement Program 
 
Mr. Robert Koehler, OKI Staff, mentioned Staff is currently working on a draft project list to 
present in February and will ask for adoption in June. Public participation will be ongoing over 
the course of the Plan development as well.   
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The fourth presentation related to the update of the Metropolitan Transportation Plan, covers 
emerging technologies that will shape our transportation future as well as discuss an approach 
to plan scenarios.  
 
Mr. Koehler described and discussed emerging technologies that will impact transportation 
including digital short-range communication (DSRC) and vehicle to anything (V2X) technologies. 
For the past several years, (DSRC) has been the only V2X technology available. DSRC is a radio 
technology operating in the 5.9 GHz band dedicated to ITS. Equipment in the DSRC Service 
comprises On-Board Units (OBUs) and Roadside Units (RSUs). An OBU is a transceiver mounted 
in or on a vehicle. RSUs is a transceiver mounted along a road or pedestrian passageway or in 
traffic signals or overhead gantries. Cellular V2X is a newer, totally different technology that 
shows great promise for connecting vehicles to everything, including the network, other vehicles, 
even pedestrians. It relies on cellular communications and the advantages are longer distances 
and better non line of sight and uses existing mobile LTE cellular network.  5G networks are the 
next generation of mobile internet connectivity, offering faster speeds and more reliable 
connections on smartphones and other devices than ever before and has important applications 
in transportation because of its speed, broadband and ultra-low latency. 

 

Mr. Koehler continued his presentation discussing Plan Scenarios. This focused on assumptions 
of fully autonomous vehicle saturation, ridesharing and what the impacts will be on 
transportation in 2050. OKI has developed an estimate of 70% of vehicles on the road in 2050 
will be fully autonomous using national and in-house resources. Staff will evaluate several 
scenarios to estimate the impact this may have on the mix of traditional and transportation 
system management and operations (TSMO). This 2050 Plan will roll ITS into a broader category 
of TSMO. TSMO may be a growing share of the overall investment of a new system and corridor 
approach to optimizing mobility.  

 
ITEM #4: CONSENT AGENDA 
 
Mr. David Painter moved that the Executive Committee approve the consent agenda as mailed. 
Ms. Matacic seconded the motion; motion carried. There were no committee announcements. 

ITEM #5: OTHER BUSINESS 
 
There was no other business for discussion. 
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ITEM #6: ADJOURNMENT  
 
Ms. Matacic moved to adjourn the Board of Directors. Mr. Earlywine seconded the motion. The 
meeting adjourned at 11:31 a.m. 

 

     _______________________________________  
     KRIS KNOCHELMANN, PRESIDENT 

 

     ______________________________________  
     MARK R. POLICINSKI, SECRETARY 
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DATE:  JANUARY 9, 2020 

TO:  OKI BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

FROM:  ANDY RESER 

RE:  ATTENDANCE SHEETS 

Per a request from the Board of Directors, please find attached the attendance sheets from the 
Intermodal Coordinating Committee meetings from January through December 2019. A chart 
showing the attendance trend of the ICC meetings since 2009 is also included.  

This information will be provided annually to the Board. 

 

http://www.oki.org/
file://okiad4/groups/Communication/Branding/www.facebook.com/okiregional
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EXHIBIT 3-B: 
AMENDMENT #5 OF THE FY 2020-2023 TRANSPORTATION 
IMPROVEMENT PROGRAM 



OKI 2020-01 
 

RESOLUTION  
 

OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF THE 
OHIO-KENTUCKY-INDIANA REGIONAL COUNCIL OF GOVERNMENTS 

 
CONCERNING AMENDMENT #5 OF THE 

 FISCAL YEARS 2020 – 2023 TRANSPORTATION IMPROVEMENT PROGRAM 
 

 WHEREAS, the Ohio-Kentucky-Indiana Regional Council of Governments (OKI) is designated as 
the Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO) by the Governors of Ohio, Kentucky and Indiana acting 
through the Ohio Department of Transportation (ODOT), the Kentucky Transportation Cabinet (KYTC) and 
the Indiana Department of Transportation (INDOT) and in cooperation with locally elected officials in the 
OKI region; and 

 WHEREAS, the Intermodal Coordinating Committee (ICC), as the technical advisory committee 
to OKI, has reviewed and recommended the projects listed in the resolution and recommend that they be 
added/amended into the Transportation Improvement Program (TIP); and  

 WHEREAS, all federally funded transit and highway projects in the Ohio Counties of Butler, 
Clermont, Hamilton and Warren, the Kentucky Counties of Boone, Campbell and Kenton and the Indiana 
County of Dearborn must be included in the TIP prior to the expenditure of federal funds and be listed 
with year of expenditure dollars; and 

 WHEREAS, the amendments are consistent with the OKI 2040 Regional Transportation Plan as 
amended on October 11, 2018 and the OKI Regional ITS Architecture adopted on September 8, 2016; and 

 WHEREAS, all projects included in Amendment 5 – Fiscal Years 2020-2023 Transportation 
Improvement Program are exempt from transportation conformity requirements for air quality; and 

WHEREAS, the opportunity for public participation has been provided per OKI’s Public 
Participation Plan; and 

WHEREAS, the environmental justice impacts of these amendments have been considered 
with “Executive Order 12898 Federal Actions to Address Environmental Justice in Minority Populations 
and Low Income Populations”; and 

 WHEREAS, this amendment will result in a TIP that remains fiscally constrained: Now, 
therefore, 

 BE IT RESOLVED that the Board of Directors of the Ohio-Kentucky-Indiana Regional Council of 
Governments at its regular public meeting on January 9, 2020 hereby amends the Fiscal Years 2020 – 2023 
Transportation Improvement Program as shown in the attached Amendment #5 project table: 
 
 

  
   KRIS KNOCHELMANN, PRESIDENT 
AJR 
1/9/20 



ITEM #3 A:   AMENDMENT #5 OF THE OKI FISCAL YEARS 2020-2023  
    TRANSPORTATION IMPROVEMENT PROGRAM 
 
 
DESCRIPTION: The attached exhibit, in resolution form, describes the specific 

revision proposed. 
 
BACKGROUND: OKI is responsible for preparing biennially a four-year program of 

projects in this region that will make use of available Federal-Aid 
Highway funds and Federal Transit Administration funds. Inclusion 
in this program is a prerequisite for such federal assistance. Because 
the scope, cost, and timing of the included projects are subject to 
periodic change, and because new projects are continually being 
developed, the TIP is formally amended several times a year, as 
needed. 

 
The amendment reflected in the proposed resolution includes the 
addition of two projects in Ohio and one in Kentucky.  All projects 
are exempt from transportation conformity requirements. The TIP 
is periodically amended, as needed, to reflect additions, deletions 
or revisions to programmed projects.   

 
 Prior to presentation to the Executive Committee, the proposed 

amendment is reviewed by staff and presented to the Intermodal 
Coordinating Committee. The Intermodal Coordinating Committee 
considers the issue, and makes a recommendation to Executive 
Committee. 

 
AUTHORITY: 23 CFR, §450.324. 
 
FUNDING: The fiscally constrained items proposed for amendment have an 

associated funding amount and source specified. Staff has 
determined that there is adequate funding available, or anticipated 
to be available, and the funding amounts are shown in year of 
expenditure figures for this project. 

 
ACTION RECOMMENDED: Adoption of Resolution OKI 2020-01. 
 
EXHIBIT: Resolution (OKI 2020-01) Concerning Amendment #5 of the OKI 

Fiscal Years 2020-2023 Transportation Improvement Program. 
 
 



  

EXHIBIT 3-C: 
OKI TITLE VI / LEP PROGRAM  



OKI 2020-02 
 

RESOLUTION 
 

OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
OF THE 

OHIO-KENTUCKY-INDIANA REGIONAL COUNCIL OF GOVERNMENTS 
 

AUTHORIZING ADOPTION OF THE UPDATE TO THE 
OKI TITLE VI/LEP PROGRAM 

 
 

WHEREAS, the Ohio-Kentucky-Indiana Regional Council of Governments has 

adopted a Title VI/LEP Program that meets the legal requirements and responsibilities 

of the Federal Transit Administration (FTA)and Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) 

as a recipient of Federal financial assistance; and 

 WHEREAS, the Title VI/LEP Program continues to be reviewed by OKI staff on 

an on-going basis to ensure consistency with federal regulations and guidelines; and 

WHEREAS, the update is consistent with FTA and FHWA guidance;  

  

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Board of Directors of the Ohio-Kentucky-

Indiana Regional Council of Governments, at its regular public meeting of January 9, 

2020, hereby approves the update to the OKI Title VI/LEP Program as recommended by 

OKI staff. 

 
_________________________________  

KRIS KNOCHELMANN, PRESIDENT 
 
fp 
1/9/20 

 



ITEM #3B:   UPDATE TO THE OKI TITLE VI/LEP PROGRAM 
 
DESCRIPTION: The OKI Title VI/LEP Program Update describes how OKI, as 

a designated recipient of State and Federal funds, complies 
with the legal requirements and responsibilities of the 
Federal Transit Administration (FTA) and the Federal 
Highway Administration (FHWA) under Title VI of the Civil 
Rights Act of 1964. 

 
BACKGROUND: Title VI prohibits discrimination on the basis of race, color, 

or national origin in programs and activities receiving 
Federal financial assistance. Specifically, Title VI provides 
that “No person in the United States shall, on the ground of 
race, color, or national origin, be excluded from 
participation in, be denied the benefits of, or be subject to 
discrimination under any program or activity receiving 
Federal financial assistance.” Annually, OKI staff completes 
a Compliance Review Response Questionnaire to document 
how OKI has met Title VI requirements. The Questionnaire 
is submitted to the Ohio Department of Transportation 
(ODOT) and FTA. Staff also submits an annual report to KYTC 
staff with the Office for Civil Rights and Small Business 
Development that describe activities performed on behalf 
of its Title VI/LEP Program. As a FTA and FHWA Sub-
recipient it is time to update the OKI Title VI/LEP Program. 

ACTION 
RECOMMENDED: Adoption of Resolution OKI 2020-02  
 
 
EXHIBIT: RESOLUTION OKI 2020-02 
 
 OKI Title VI/LEP Program 
 



EXHIBIT 4: 
CONSENT AGENDA 
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DATE: JANUARY 2, 2020 
 
TO: OKI BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
 
FROM: KRIS KNOCHELMANN, PRESIDENT 
 
RE: CONSENT AGENDA ITEMS 
  
Each month a written report of committee activities is mailed to the Board of Directors. At the 
meeting, action requested will be a motion to approve the committee reports. Questions 
and/or concerns regarding committee reports may be directed to staff as noted. Listed below 
are consent agenda items to be presented at the January 9, 2020 Board of Directors meeting. 
 
A. Regional Planning 

 
Regional Land Use Commission 
Chair:  Ken Reed 
Staff:  Travis Miller (ext. 110) tmiller@oki.org  

Andy Meyer (ext. 239) ameyer@oki.org  
 

Staff prepared content for updating the www.howdowegrow.org What’s Being Done 
section.  All SRPP element areas will be updated with recent implementation and 
advancement activity description during 2019 Q4 and presented to the Land Use 
Commission Steering Committee in January. 
 
November 15-19 staff attended the national American Society of Landscape Architects 
conference and participated in multiple educational sessions focused on green 
infrastructure strategies and planning.  Staff met with LA Magazine editors regarding 
the potential of a future article entry featuring the www.treesandstormwater.org tool 
developed by OKI and partners.  

 
Staff facilitated the December 6 Taking Root Regional Tree Canopy Professionals 
Seminar held in the OKI Board Room. 74 attendees participated in the seminar and 
heard presentations about trends and conditions regarding urban tree canopy 
resources, including best practices for integrating trees into stormwater management. 
Promotion activities included a blog posted on Taking Root’s website, email blasts, 
social media posts, and limited telephone outreach. 
 
Staff attended the IU webinar “Zoning Code and Comprehensive Plan Strategies for 
Climate Resilience” on 12/11/2019.  

http://www.oki.org/
file://okiad4/groups/Communication/Branding/www.facebook.com/okiregional
mailto:tmiller@oki.org
mailto:ameyer@oki.org
http://www.howdowegrow.org/
http://www.treesandstormwater.org/
https://takingroot.info/dec-6-regional-tree-canopy-professionals-seminar/
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Staff continued to await announcement from Ohio EPA regarding EV funding 
opportunity.  Staff reviewed and prepared comments for the IDEM Request for 
Information on their light-duty electric vehicle supply equipment program.  IDEM is 
preparing this program as a framework for distributing Indiana’s portion of the 
Volkswagen mitigation trust. 

 
 
 
Regional Greenspace Office 

Staff:   Margaret Minzner (112) mminzner@oki.org 
Sincerrai Gentry (126) sgentry@oki.org 
David Rutter (ext. 125) drutter@oki.org 
Travis Miller (ext. 110) tmiller@oki.org 
 
The engagement survey for the environmental consultation is closed in December. Staff 
followed up with non-respondents to ensure all necessary feedback is received.  
Staff provided guidance to GIS staff on the environmental scoring process for the 2050 
plan. Staff assisted in digitizing the trail related projects submitted for consideration in 
the 2050 plan.  
 
Staff presented to NKU Environmental science students 11/26 on OKI’s role in Regional 
Greenspace and Environmental Planning. Staff also met with a professor at NKU in order 
to collaborate on a student project for the Ecology of the City Course.  
 
Staff attended the Green Umbrella Greenspace Action Team (GAT) on 11/19.  This was 
the last GAT as GU will be shifting action teams to Impact Teams starting 2020. Staff 
attended the Green Umbrella annual meeting on 12/10/2019. 
 
Staff attended the IU webinar “Prepared for Environmental Change Webinar: The 
Hoosier Resilience Index - Understand Your Community's Preparedness” on 11/13. Staff 
attended the IU webinar “Zoning Code and Comprehensive Plan Strategies for Climate 
Resilience” on 12/11.  
 
Staff attended the Trees in our Community Forum (TIOC) on 11/7. This is the annual 
event for the Northern Kentucky Urban and Community Forestry Council. Margaret 
Minzner was elected to serve in the board of this council.  
 
Staff attended the Paris to Pittsburgh showing and discussion on 11/12.  
 
Staff met with other Greenspace experts to discuss a draft plan for regional Greenspace 
prioritization based on past OKI work.  

mailto:mminzner@oki.org
mailto:drutter@oki.org
mailto:tmiller@oki.org
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Staff attended an IDNR grant-planning meeting to discuss options for submitting trail 
grants in Dearborn County on 11/7.  
 
Staff identified tourism destinations and developed a list of stakeholders. Staff obtained 
GIS database for hotels and is scrubbing the data. Staff is evaluating destinations to 
determine if visitation is local, regional or national level. 

Staff was a peer reviewer for the EPA grant program U.S. EPA STAR Information Webinar: 
Contaminated Sites, Extreme Weather Events, and Vulnerable Communities – Research to 
Build Resilience.  

Staff is researching and reviewing literature associated with Eco-Logical program.   
B. Transportation 

Environmental Justice Advisory Committee 
 
Staff: Florence Parker (103)fparker@oki.oki.org) 

TriState Transportation Equitabale Opportunity Team (TTEOT) Staff facilitated TTEOT’s 
quarterly meeting on November 4, 2019 with Irene Clark, NKADD Transportation Specialist, 
as guest speaker and informed TTEOT members of upcoming FTA webinars topics and a 
TTEOT survey: Transit Bus Automation Market Assessment – 11/7/19 

• Mobility for All Grants Funding Opportunity – 12/3/19  
• TTEOT Survey – 12/16/19 Completion Deadline 

The Coordinated Plan: Staff participated in the FY 2020 Section 5310 Application Workshop on 
December   13th and encouraged workshop attendees to become involved with TTEOT. 

Staff notified TTEOT members on 12/11/19 of: Cincinnati Metro Bid Auction of (27) Gillig Busses 

C. Environmental 
1. Water Quality Program November-December 2019 

Staff: David Rutter (ext. 125), drutter@oki.org 
Travis Miller (ext. 110), tmiller@oki.org 
Melat Musie (ext. 145), mmusie@oki.org 

 
General Water Quality Activities 
Staff attended the Green Umbrella Watershed Action Team meeting on 11/1. This was the last meeting 
of the WAT as a working group of Green Umbrella as they are reorganizing. However, members of the 
WAT agreed to continue to meet monthly to share information and coordinate.  

Staff attended the 12/3 meeting of the Licking River Corridor Trail meeting in Covington to learn more 
about the mapping application they will be using. The proposed trail is approximately 120 miles long 

mailto:fparker@oki.oki.org
mailto:tmiller@oki.org
mailto:mmusie@oki.org
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from the historical home of Jacob Spears who is credited as a creator of bourbon and used the Licking 
River to transport his product to market.  

Staff participated in the monthly conference calls of the Ohio Recreational Trails project partners on 
11/4 and 12/2. Focusses of these calls were on developing agendas for face to face meetings on 11/10 
and 12/7 which staff attended. The ORRT group has raised $6000 of the approximately $9000 for OKI to 
develop the online digital guide. OKI has agreed to fund the remaining balance to complete the digital 
guide. This will support OKI’s requirements to include travel and tourism into the long range plan. On 
11/20 staff presented the work accomplished on the ORRT to the Cincinnati Power Squadron, a group 
dedicated to promoting safe power boating and boater education. The chair of the organization will be 
joining the trail stakeholder team.  

On 11/21 staff attended the quarterly meeting of the East Fork Little Miami Coop. This group made up 
of federal, state, and local officials and organizations works to reduce nutrient pollution into Harsha 
Lake. It was announced at the meeting that the East Fork Little Miami watershed would be receiving 
significant investment of H2Ohio funds in the coming year.  

On 11/22 staff attended a feedback session at Winton Woods to provide Great Parks with guidance on 
their comprehensive plan.  

On 12/9 staff attended the monthly meeting of the Mill Creek Yacht Club where the group planned out 
their 2020 calendar of events to protect and clean up the creek.  

Staff attended the 2019 Green Umbrella Annual Meeting where they announced their restructuring to 
impact teams. The impact team most closely working on water issues will be working to help develop 
Nine Element plans for the region. This aligns very well with our water quality work program at OKI. 

208 Update 
On 11/19 staff attended a quarterly meeting of the regional Health Departments of Southwestern Ohio. 
This group meets primarily to discuss issues related to onsite sewage treatment system permitting and 
inspection.  Staff continues editing and updating Chapter 4 of the 208 Plan. On 12/20 staff presented 
208 planning to a quarterly educational group hosted by Warren County Public Health District and 
attended by regional onsite sewer installers and maintenance workers.  

 
OKI Ground Water Committee 
Staff provided support for the Groundwater Committee meeting on December 11th. Attendees heard 
from two speakers who provided updates on the proposed new lead and copper rules and a deeper dive 
into PFAS issues. The next meeting will be Wednesday March 18, 2020 from 10:00am – Noon in the OKI 
board room.   
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