
 

Welcome/Introductions: 
Groundwater Committee Chair Bruce Whitteberry opened the meeting, reminded attendees that 

certificates for contact hour credits were available on the table in the back of the room. 

Announcements: 
A reminder that the remaining meeting dates for this year are:  

 September 19th 

 December 12th 



Update on Local Groundwater Management Efforts: 

 

Jack Thornberry – Butler County Water and Sewer Department 

Currently, Butler County Water and Sewer Department is treating their water with sodium 

hypochlorite. They are continuously working to replace 15,000 service lines that failed and have 

successfully replaces 11,000 of them.  There are no lead or copper pipes in their system anymore. 

Their major projects include replacement of cast iron pipes in late 1960s neighborhoods, water 

line removal and replacement in the Cincinnati-Dayton road realignment project and switching 

over to a more universal operating system. Overall, they are transitioning from implementing 

new systems to managing what they already have in place.   

 

Daren Owens – City of Lebanon 

The City of Lebanon began purchasing water from Cincinnati Water Works in 2012 and the city 

staff is very active in maintaining a high water quality and performing regular maintenance. For 

convenience purposes, they are replacing water mains, as needed, when a road replacement 

occurs. They use Advanced Metering Infrastructure (AMI) to manage cost more effectively and 

improve customer service. Finally, there are no more active wells in the city. 

 

Steve Inman – City of Franklin 

Currently, the City of Franklin serves 12,000 people and maintains and operates a water 

treatment plant. They have four wells that produce seven and a half million gallons of water a 

day and two towers that hold five million gallons of water. They have updated the Source Water 

Assessment and Protection Program (SWAPP).  They continue to work on the replacement of cast 

iron pipes witch 3,000 feet complete and a 6,000 foot project coming up.  They have discontinued 

one well because of VOCs. They plan to host a river clean up sometime in late July. 

 

Mike Ekberg – Miami Conservancy District 

Currently, the Miami Conservancy District has two major projects. First, The Tate Station Dam is 

scheduled to be removed because it is no longer needed and creates a hazard. After removal, the 

stream will be rehabilitated. The $1.7 million project will span from July to October and will 

include a biological pre and post assessment of the stream.  They might also slightly relocate a 

large water main line that goes across the Great Miami during this project. Second, they are 

partnering with University of Dayton to study isotopes of nitrate in ground water. They are 

attempting to determine the source of contamination and then educate the public on 

management strategies. Their deadline for this project is September.  

 

OKI Staff Update: 

David Rutter – OKI Senior Planner 

David introduced the two new interns hired into OKI’s Regional Planning Department; Aaryn 

Gray, Water Quality Intern and Sam Squillante, Environmental Planning Intern.  

 



Presentations: (For more information on each presentation check out the Groundwater 

Committee website at http://www.oki.org/about-oki/committees/groundwater-committee/) 

Scott Campbell, Ohio Water Development Authority 

Overview of Ohio Water Development Funding Program 

OWDA was created in 1968 to distribute loans to local government agencies for the construction 

of water and sewer infrastructure. Originally, it was to be based on grants but after consideration 

they moved towards a process called revolving loans. This revolving funds process focuses on 

taking money out of the OWDA Loan Fund and giving it to communities to complete a proposed 

project. Communities may choose to pay back throughout the project or not until the completion 

of the project. The loan is paid back through a bond system where  the bonds are structured and 

marketed and finally retuned back into the initial loan fund. There are three programs Fresh 

Water Loan Program, Water Pollution Control Loan Program (WPCLP) and Water Supply 

Revolving Loan Account (WSRLA).  In order to qualify for a loan you must apply to OWDA, obtain 

bids and prove that your community can repay the loan. 

 

Terry Morse and Lauren Schapker, National Groundwater Association 

National Groundwater Issues: Groundwater and the 115th Congress 

The National Groundwater Association reported on the progress of projects at the national level. 

First, PFAS contamination is a combination of 1000+ chemicals that do not break down. Sources 

of contamination include military installations, landfills, chromium plating operations, former 

manufacturing facilities and municipal airports. Individual agencies are dealing with the 

contamination according to their stakeholders. The EPA is taking steps to evaluate the need for 

maximum containment level, proposing to call PFAS “hazardous substances” and collaborating 

with federal and state partners to develop toxicity values for GenX and PFBS as well.  Second they 

are looking at the role of government in groundwater and surface water interaction. After two 

controversial cases, the Maui Wastewater Treatment Case and the Kentucky Coal Ash Disposal 

Case, they have decided that regulating groundwater is a state level responsibility. Third, 

comprehensive infrastructure investment in drinking water is no longer on the table due to a lack 

of funding but the 2018 Farm Bill effort is still underway. Last they established a national 

groundwater monitoring network that currently has less than 30 states contributing data.  

 

Jim Springer, Cincinnati Water Works 

Against All Odds: how to control treatment chemical costs 

Jim Springer presented on how to use bidding and other methods to control and manage the 

prices of chemicals used to treat water. Greater Cincinnati Water Works uses this method to save 

money. During the bidding process the goal is the start at the lowest market price, bring in many 

vendors to bid it out and competition will do the rest. They use Bureau of Labor Statistics Data to 

help track their prices and support their bids.  Price adjustment is established in one of three 

ways, simple, combined and complex. Each way uniquely changes the prices established based 

on various factors ultimately give them a final pay price. Springer also notes that buying in the 



off season saves money, negotiation periods are crucial and using a calendar is very helpful so 

bid times are not missed.  

 

Other Business: 

Bruce Whitteberry asks anyone who has exciting ideas or suggestions for presentation topics for 

future meetings to contact him. 

 


