
 
 
 

OKI GROUNDWATER COMMITTEE 
DECEMBER 5, 2007 - 10:00 A.M. 

OKI Board Room 
720 East Pete Rose Way (at the corner of Eggleston Avenue)* 

 
 AGENDA 
 
 
1. Welcome/Introductions   
 
 
2. Announcements  
 
 
3. Update on Local Groundwater Management Efforts 
 Scott Belcher, Scott Kirk, Jim Lauver, Greg Stanley, Bruce Whitteberry 
 
  
4. The Panda Pencil Company Fire and Trenton’s Water Supply 
             Rob Leichman and Todd Kehr, City of Trenton, and Allison Reed, Ohio EPA 
 

     
5. Expanding Source Water Protection in Butler County: Two Projects 
            Jane Wittke and Bruce Koehler, OKI   
 

 
6.   Other Business 
 

 
 
 

ADJOURNMENT 
 

 

 

 
 
 

** SEE the MAP and DIRECTIONS on the REVERSE HARD COPY 
(or in separate attachment to email) 
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“An arson investigation is underway after a Butler County 
warehouse went up in flames after several explosions.” –Channel 9 news



"That's our storage for pencils, our oil, our paints, our acetone, 

a lot of flammables in there," said an employee of the company.
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Water Treatment Plant 
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Great Miami 

Drinking Water Protection Project

Federal Funds: $69,000

Local Match: $50,000

Main Purposes

1) Create drinking water protection plan for New Miami

2) Expand potential contaminant source inventories

3) Enhance Consortium’s drinking water source protection plan

4) Build public support through educational activities



What’s immediately at stake:
• 3,200 drinking water customers

• village water system

• village viability

What’s ultimately at stake:

• more than 300,000 drinking water 
customers in Butler & Hamilton counties

• seven public water systems
• regional resources



Reimbursable and in-kind services provided by Consortium, April 1 ─ September 30, 2007

Personnel

Task Provider & 
Rate

Hour
s

Date(s) Place Match Credit Reimbursement

Reported, reviewed, revised, printed and 
submitted in-kind services report to OKI

Tim McLelland
Manager
$26.00/hr.

0.20 April 5, 2007 Hamilton South Water Plant
5140 East River Road
Fairfield, Ohio 45014

$5.20

Composed and sent an e-mail message with 
attachment about Earth Day in Hamilton, 
which provided a venue for this project

Tim McLelland
Manager
$26.00/hr.

0.50
partial 

credit

April 11, 2007 Hamilton South Water Plant
5140 East River Road
Fairfield, Ohio 45014

$13.00
partial credit

Organized supplies, services, volunteers &  
logistics for Earth Day in Hamilton, which was 
an educational venue for this project

Tim McLelland
Manager
$26.00/hr.

4.00
partial 

credit

Multiple dates 
from April 1 to  
19, 2007

Hamilton South Water Plant
5140 East River Road
Fairfield, Ohio 45014

$104.00
partial credit

Coordinated Earth Day in Hamilton, an 
educational event that provided a presentation 
venue for this project

Tim McLelland
Manager
$26.00/hr.

3.00
partial 

credit

April 20, 2007 Government Services Plaza
One Renaissance Center
Hamilton, Ohio 45011

$78.00
partial credit

Read OKI’s meeting notice and attachments 
concerning the Drinking Water Protection 
Team

Tim McLelland
Manager
$26.00/hr.

0.10 April 23, 2007 Hamilton South Water Plant
5140 East River Road
Fairfield, Ohio 45014

$2.60

Confirmed availability of a meeting place for 
the Drinking Water Protection Team

Tim McLelland
Manager
$26.00/hr.

0.10 April 23, 2007 Hamilton South Water Plant
5140 East River Road
Fairfield, Ohio 45014

$2.60

Prepared for, traveled to,  and participated in a 
meeting of this project’s Drinking Water 
Protection Team

Tim McLelland
Manager
$26.00/hr.

3.00 April 25, 2007 Fairfield Water Works
5021 Groh Lane
Fairfield, Ohio, 45014

$78.00

Conferred by phone with OKI about last 
meeting of Drinking Water Protection Team & 
next meeting of Education Subcommittee

Tim McLelland
Manager
$26.00/hr.

1.00 Several times 
between April 25 
& May 8, ‘07

Hamilton South Water Plant
5140 East River Road
Fairfield, Ohio 45014

$26.00

Prepared for and participated in a meeting of 
this project’s Education and Outreach 
Subcommittee

Tim McLelland
Manager
$26.00/hr.

2.50 May 8, 2007 Hamilton South Water Plant
5140 East River Road
Fairfield, Ohio 45014

$65.00



Project Partners and Advisors
• OKI Regional Council of Governments

• Village of New Miami

• Groundwater Consortium

• Miami Conservancy District

• Miami University (Center for Public Mgt. & Regional Affairs)

• Butler Soil & Water Conservation District

• Hamilton County Soil & Water Conservation Dist.

• Ohio EPA, Division of Drinking and Ground Waters

• Three Valley Conservation Trust

• Friends of the Great Miami

• University of Cincinnati (Dr. Michael C. Miller)



Project Area
New Miami’s source water 
protection area 

and

1. Indian Creek

2. Four Mile Creek

3. Banklick Creek

4. Pleasant Run

5. Un-named tributary

6. Great Miami River



New Miami’s

Source Water

Protection Area

Outer 

Protection 

Zone

Inner 

Protection 

Zone

New Miami’s

political boundary



New Miami serves drinking water to people in St. Clair Township.



Village ousts council member
NEW MIAMI —The village council kicked off one of its members Thursday night, deciding by a 5-1 
vote to dismiss Paul Stidham, Village Fiscal Officer Joe Ebbing said.

Ebbing said the vote stemmed from Stidham's actions at a Nov. 1 meeting.  According to the resolution 
passed by council, in previous meetings Stidham:
• Disrupted the meeting by taking the floor without leave by the Mayor Emma Jean Butler and refused          
to yield the floor when directed by Butler.
• Engaged in political speech from his council seat.
• Made unsubstantiated accusations about Butler.

Stidham said the vote followed his attempt to discuss improvements the village plans to make to 
property near Butler's business. Those improvements would benefit her business, Stidham said.

Ebbing said Stidham threw a hard cover book at the mayor after the decision to oust him.
Stidham said he plans to file ethics charges against Butler, who will be leaving office at the end of the 
year after losing her bid to keep the post in last week's election.

Stidham had two years left in the term he was appointed to this spring.  Stidham's ouster is the latest 
departure for the village council.  This spring, Mayor Kenneth Cheek, Vice Mayor Bruce Butler and 

Councilwoman Patti Hanes all resigned, as did village Solicitor Gary Sheets. Those resignations 
followed a dispute on council about an attempt to fire Ebbing.

Hanes defeated Emma Jean Butler in last week's election for the mayor's post.



Jamie Cook, Chief Operator
New Miami Water Department
• Grew up in New Miami
• Played on high school football team
• Completely knows the water system
• Makes time for the project
• Totally committed to his community

Don Fox, President
New Miami Board of Public Affairs
• Grew up in New Miami
• Worked at Armco plant
• Knows people and programs
• Son of former Mayor Jessie Fox
• Totally committed to his community



New Miami Work Plan
1. Form a Drinking Water Protection Team to meet quarterly 

2. Develop and distribute a fact sheet

3. Prepare news releases

4. Install monitoring wells 

5. Develop an educational display for exhibition

6. Identify and prioritize potential contaminant sources

7. Develop a Drinking Water Protection Plan

8. Recommend a drinking water protection ordinance

9. Upgrade New Miami’s contingency plan

10. Keep all of those promises through implementation
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Contractor Installs Monitoring Wells; MCD Foots the Bill

When: May 2006   Where: Riverside Drive in “downtown” Overpeck, St. Clair Township





Mike’s Auto Repair

Classics Auto Repair

New Miami School

Rumpke Tire Disposal Site

Allen’s Muffler Shop

O&M Construction



Potential Sources



Rumpke Tire Disposal Site: photographed from a New Miami well house



TEPPCO: Texas Eastern Petroleum Pipeline Co.



Classics Auto Repair: within a quarter-mile of village wells



Odd rip rap cabled to bank of Pleasant Run, between Groh Lane & Weber Drive



Old gasoline tanks at the edge of Pleasant Run, between Groh & Weber



Even this can be called a 

potential contaminant source

Pleasant Run in Fairfield,
between Groh Lane
and Weber Drive



Asphalt shingles and tar dumping along Pleasant Run in Fairfield



Failing infrastructure on Pleasant Run, between Weber Dr. and Nilles Rd.



Another one

bites the dust

Storm sewer outlets have a 

relatively short life span

Pleasant Run in Fairfield

between Weber Drive

and Nilles Road



Does the stain indicate slime mold, or something more sinister?



Fish died on Indian Creek, but the interns survived that hot August day



Pipeline or water main? What crosses Banklick Creek in Butler County?



Road salt from Gray Road can pollute a Great Miami River tributary



Cumulatively, even households can be a potential contaminant source



One of many rust belt fossils where Armco had steel and coke plants



In warm weather, the old Armco site oozes from the ground



Armco and the river: Where industrial waste meets a natural resource



Potential

Contaminant

Source

Protective

Strategies

Timeline for

Implementation

Who Will

Implement

[Name/Title]

what how when who

Ohio EPA’s template for a small community plan
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-- St. Clair Township Request

--OKI Planning Expertise 

--Miami Conservancy District Interest

--Agreement Between OKI and MCD



��	���������������	������������

• Focuses on the whole community: Blueprint for 
community’s future.

• Provides long-term guidance for the community.

• Helps guide short-term community decisions.

• Mainly addresses physical elements.

• Provides guidance for appropriate residential 
densities and commercial intensities.

• Helps determine local infrastructure deficiencies 
& future needs.



��	�������������������

• Transportation

• Public Facilities

• Natural Resources and Open Space

• Housing

• Economic Development

• Land Use
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--Commitments from:

St. Clair Township Trustees

--$4,000 in staff time 

Butler County Planning Commission

--$3,750 in staff time 

HNB Ground Water Consortium

--$2,480 in staff time
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TOTAL PROJECT BUDGET

MCD:       $80,699

Partners: $10,230

$90,929



Subtasks                    Oct        Nov    Dec    2008 Jan  Feb   Mar   Apr   May   Jun    Jul    Aug     Sept    Oct     Nov    Dec   2009 Jan    Feb   Mar    Apr   May   Jun

Conduct outreach & 
obtain planning 
commitment

Identify stakeholders and 
implementers

Form and consult 
advisory group

Consult with public

Data Collection

Data Analysis

Data & Analysis Rep ort

Draft  goals & objectives 
& policies

Draft future land use map

Review local source 
water factors

Identify source water 
management options

Recommend local source 
water management 
techniques

Draft recommendations 
for plan initiation and 
implementation

Assemble draft 
comprehensive plan

Present comprehensive 
plan w/ source water 
component for local 
review and adoption

Conduct quarterly 
project  review

Track contributed 
services

Prepare final project 
report

Project Timeline
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• Represent citizens & other stakeholders

• Provide guidance to township staff & OKI

• Host and facilitate public meetings

• Assist in presentations to township 
trustees as needed

• Serve as stewards for adopted plan
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• Keeps the public informed 
about the plan

• Provides opportunity for 
input in the plan

• Produces additional 
considerations for the 
Advisory Committee
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• Provides for more defensible zoning & 
subdivision decisions

• Helps avoid lawsuits by providing a basis for 
zoning.

• Provides for timing and location of 
development or redevelopment.

• Timing matters!

– Land is scarce resource

– Planning for infrastructure & schools

– COSTS – Tie planning to budgeting
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• Zoning addresses use of land

– Building location, height, bulk, number of 
stories, and size 

– Set back lines and percentages of lot areas 
that may be occupied, sizes of yards

– Density of population

• Zoning tells nothing about timing in 
relation to location
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• Subdivision regs address:

– Design of a project (layout of lots & blocks)

– Infrastructure design WITHIN tract

– Infrastructure costs WITHIN tract

• Sub regs deal with timing WITHIN tract
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• Housing
• Public Facilities and Services
• Economic Development
• Infrastructure
• Natural Systems
• Source Water
• Transportation
• Land Use
• Capital Improvements
• Intergovernmental Coordination
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OKI GROUNDWATER COMMITTEE MEETING SUMMARY 
Wednesday, December 5, 2007 
OKI Board Room – 10:00 a.m. 

 
Attendees: 
Dave Weihrauch, Chair, City of Oxford  
Bruce Whitteberry, Vice Chair, Greater Cincinnati Water Works 
Peggy Collins, League of Women Voters-Fairfield 
Barry Conway, City of Springboro 
Dwight Culbertson, City of Fairfield 
Mike Ekberg, Miami Conservancy District 
Jim Fox, R.D. Zande/StanTech 
Carl G. Gatton, Warren County Water Dept. 
William Gollnitz, Clermont County Water and Sewer 
Jamie Hinkle, Western Water 
Ralph Johanson, GRW Engineers 
Todd Kehr, City of Trenton 
Scott Kirk, Western Water 
Jim Koch, Clermont County  
Rob Leichman, City of Trenton 
Bob Lentz, Butler County Storm Water District 
MaryLynn Lodor, Butler County Dept. of Environmental Services 
Bob Marsh, Southwest Regional Water District 
Matt Newman, City of Milford 
Eric Pottenger, Butler County Storm Water District 
Allison Reed, Ohio EPA 
Ken Shearwood, Village of New Richmond 
Greg Stanley, Tate Monroe Water Association, Inc. 
Dan Swart, Tate Monroe Water Association, Inc. 
 
OKI Staff 
Michelle Burwinkel, Gayle Foster, Bruce Koehler, Darryl Lankford, Margo Lindahl, Jane 
Wittke 
 

Welcome/Introductions 
Dave Weihrauch called the meeting to order at 10:10 a.m. because of traffic delays 
caused by weather, and those attending introduced themselves. 
 
Announcements 

Jane Wittke announced that at the beginning of the September 12th Groundwater 
Committee Meeting Summary, revisions were made at Dan Taphorn’s request after the 
summary had been mailed to members.  The revisions concerned Dan’s announcement 
asking for input on regulations under development for hard fill sites.  A revised version 
of the meeting summary for the September 12, 2008 is available at today’s meeting.  
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Local Groundwater Updates 
Bill Gollnitz from Clermont County Water and Sewer reported on Clermont County 
groundwater and surface water activities.  Clermont is entering into a contract with 
Leggett, Brashears and Graham to work on three groundwater projects. The first 
project is to evaluate both the Pierce-Union-Batavia (PUB) and Miami-Goshen-Stonelick 
(MGS) well fields. The PUB well field is on the Ohio River Aquifer and the MGS well field 
is on the Little Miami Aquifer. The PUB well field was designed for 15 million gallons per 
day (MGD), but capacity has dropped to 12 to 13 MGD because the wells have not been 
rehabbed for several years.  The consultant will evaluate the well fields and develop a 
plan to rehab them.  
 
The second groundwater project will benefit source water protection by improving a 
hydrogeologic evaluation, to give an additional understanding of the recharge 
conditions from the Ohio River and Ten Mile Creek.  In the future conjunctive 
delineation will be done and will incorporate some of the watershed areas from the 
surface water bodies that bring water to the well field and recharge the aquifer.  
 
The third groundwater project is to look at potential well field expansion at PUB. 
Clermont would like to increase capacity by another five to ten million gallons per day in 
the future.   
 
In addition, Clermont is expanding the Bob McEwen surface water treatment plant from 
its current capacity of 10 MGD to 20 MGD. A treatability study is underway to determine 
if the plant can comply with the Long Term Enhanced Treatment rule and the Stage 2 
disinfection by-products rule. Burgess and Niple are working on the plant expansion, 
and have subcontracted Hazen and Sawyer to do the treatability work.   
 
Carl Gatton from the Warren County Water Department reported that Warren County 
Water has a fully endorsed source water assessment program for the north well field. 
 
Warren County Water has also received approval for re-delineation of the south well 
field system.  As additional wells have increased capacity, the five-year and ten-year 
time of travel zones had to be reassessed.  Carl completed a windshield survey for the 
potential pollution source inventory and is working on the management plan. A 
consultant will continue education and outreach. The management program should be 
completed by first quarter of 2008. 
 
Construction is completed on the north well fields with the addition of four new wells. 
The treatment plant has expanded from a Class II to a Class III plant, and the capacity 
rose from 3 MGD to 6 MGD. The booster facilities are also currently being upgraded for 
the north well field.   
 
Allison Reed of Ohio EPA commended Warren County and Springboro on their education 
and outreach efforts for source water protection. They have a very active environmental 
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educator who has been in schools all across the county. Dave Weihrauch then 
recommended inviting the environmental educator to make a presentation to the 
committee in the future.  
 
Scott Kirk from Western Water Company reported that they are using the same 
educator for education and outreach. Warren County introduced her to Western Water. 
She also works with the Little Miami school district to provide presentations to students.  
She has developed several pamphlets that have been passed out to residents and 
businesses within the delineation area. She also distributes blue wrist bands to students 
that are very popular as a reminder of the importance of source water protection. 
 
The source water protection project has created an opportunity for Western Water to 
establish a cooperative working relationship with the Village of Morrow and Warren 
County.  Several wells along the Little Miami aquifer will be rehabilitated near the 
Village of Morrow.  Western Water is working with Warren County to interconnect 
utilities. There is already interconnection with the City of Loveland. 
 
Greg Stanley is the new General Manager of Tate Monroe Water Association. He 
reported that Tate Monroe operates a 4 MGD groundwater treatment plant just outside 
of New Richmond. Construction is underway on new facilities that will work in 
conjunction with the existing Idlett Hill Treatment Plant and increase capacity. New 
facilities include a collector well with a capacity of 7.2 MGD and a water treatment 
facility that will have a finished water capacity of 6 MGD after full build-out.  
 
The treatment facility will use nanofiltration membranes for softening and horizontal 
pressure filters for iron manganese removal. A lift station complex is also under 
construction, consisting of a 500,000 gallon pre-stressed concrete tank (actually two 
250,000 gallon concentric tanks because of space constraints and because of Ohio 
EPA’s desire to have two tanks for redundancy). The Idlett Hill Treatment facility just 
installed ozone treatment which is yielding very good results. Greg welcomes visitors 
and can arrange a tour of the facility and construction area. 
 
In response to questions, Greg clarified that Tate Monroe’s decision to put in a collector 
well and membrane treatment was related to anticipating possible classification of their 
water source as “groundwater under the direct influence of surface water.” He also 
indicated that while the capital investment for membrane treatment is more than for 
conventional treatment, in the long term treatment with membranes will be less 
expensive for Tate Monroe.  
 
Bruce Whitteberry reported for the Hamilton to New Baltimore Groundwater 
Consortium. For the eleventh consecutive year, the Consortium was awarded the 
Groundwater Guardian Award through the Groundwater Foundation, a nationwide 
foundation that supports public education, particularly with children. The ninth annual 
Butler County Water Festival took place on October 19. This year the children assisted 
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with the construction of a rain garden at the entrance to the Miami University campus 
in Hamilton.  The University generously donates their campus for the water festival.   
 
The Consortium has been in discussion with Martin Marietta Aggregates for the past 
three years over the expansion of mining within the wellhead protection area north of 
Cincinnati’s Bolton well field. One of the points of negotiation has been a set of risk 
reduction conditions so that Martin Marietta can continue to mine at this property but 
minimize the risk of groundwater contamination.  One of the stipulations of an 
agreement signed several months ago was that it would be administered only if Butler 
County granted a conditional use permit. Butler County approved the conditional use 
permit in November. 
 
The agreement includes setbacks from nearby production wells, and buffer zones that 
Martin Marietta must maintain away from the Great Miami River. Martin Marietta will 
pay for installing up to ten monitoring wells on their property, and Greater Cincinnati 
Water Works will pay for the analyses and conduct the sampling from these wells. 
 
There are also long term and short term land use restrictions.  Long term refers to long 
after the mining is discontinued.  The long term land use restrictions will become a part 
of a deed attachment, so even if the property is sold or donated, the land use 
restrictions still apply. 
 
The Consortium has also entered into a contract with URS Corporation to re-delineate 
their source water protection areas. The original delineations were completed in 1992, 
so it is time to update them. 
 
The Panda Pencil Company Fire and Trenton’s Water Supply 
Allison Reed of the Ohio EPA and Todd Kehr and Rob Leichman, City of Trenton  were 
all on tap for a presentation about the Panda Pencil Company Fire,  which occurred on 
June 10, 2007 in the vicinity of Trenton’s well field. The presentation began with video 
footage of the fire, which involved area adjacent to the storage building used by the 
factory. The factory is separated from the well field by a baseball field.  
 
The fire department initially tried foam, but the fire became so hot that it threatened 
the factory in addition to its storage building. A decision was then made to fight the 
flames with water, and approximately three thousand gallons were used.  
 
Allison Reed began the PowerPoint presentation by stating that Trenton is located in 
Butler County in the middle of the Great Miami Buried Valley Aquifer, a prolific sand and 
gravel aquifer. Trenton’s wells are between 75 and 92 feet deep. The fire site was 
about 750 feet from the well field, and the fire is under suspicion of arson.  
 
Rob Leichman reported that an on-call water operator was at the site early to put up a 
dike of sand, so that runoff would not be able to reach a downstream dry well located 
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close to the factory. (In response to questions, Rob explained that Trenton sits over a 
sand and gravel aquifer, does not have a storm sewer, and instead has many dry wells. 
Dry wells not only convey runoff, but require caution because pollution can also enter 
the water source faster. In Trenton the dry wells are very porous, so porous that when 
they are functioning properly, opening a fire hydrant with a four inch water stream will 
not fill a dry well up.) 
 
The Panda Pencil fire was allowed to burn out without a lot of water used by the fire 
department. None of the water made its way to the dry well. Most of the flammables 
involved were drums of acetones, wood, and solvents and some pencils that are made 
of graphite, wood, and non-toxic paint. 
 
A contractor came in quickly to clear and clean up the site before any rain had a chance 
to soak anything into the soil. There was a recommendation to excavate a foot of soil.  
Allison explained that Trenton’s existing source water protection area delineation was 
endorsed in the mid-1990s and they had just started working to update the delineation. 
She thanked the consultant, Bruce Whitteberry and Tim McLelland from the 
Consortium, Bruce Pletsch from the Miami Conservancy District and Jim Steritz from 
Duke Energy for helpful groundwater data they had provided. 
 
There were five monitoring wells installed with one glitch in the process. Because of 
drought, the water table was actually lower than the 25 feet previously indicated.  The 
contractor ran out of PVC pipe and had to get more pipe which delayed the job.  
Acetone was detected in the monitoring wells at levels between 40 to 50 ppb (parts per 
billion) and in the soil at the hotspot at 25 ppm (parts per million); it was the only 
contaminant detected. Without a maximum contaminant level established for acetone, 
Ohio EPA compared the levels from Trenton’s monitoring with risk assessment levels 
used by U.S. EPA Region 9.   Compared to an acetone risk assessment level for tap 
water of 5,500 ppb, the 40 to 50 ppb detected is far below this level. The acetone risk 
assessment level for soils is 7,300 ppm, which means that the 25 ppm detected is also 
far below risk levels. 
 
Rob reported that the two wells that were closest to the fire were temporarily taken out 
of service and water was used from two other wells that were located at a northeast 
well field. The wells closest to the fire were turned off on June 10, the day of the fire, 
and were not turned back on until early August. Rob gave kudos to the acting fire chief, 
Darryl Collins, and the Trenton fire department for their great work in reducing risk to 
the city’s water supplies. He noted that Acting Chief Collins called the city of 
Middletown’s hazmat team immediately for assistance and that Allison Reed and Dan 
Cloyd of Ohio EPA were immensely helpful.  
 
Allison commented that one of the main things she learned was to have a reliable and 
experienced contractor that can deal with groundwater monitoring.  In addition, the 
need for a work plan is very important to identify deadlines and responsibilities.   
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More information is available in the attached PowerPoint presentation, which includes 
maps and photos of damage caused by the fire and the containment and clean-up 
process associated with it. 
 
Expanding Source Water Protection in Butler County: Two Projects 
Jane Wittke described a St. Clair Township Planning Project that is underway with 
funding from the Miami Conservancy District (MCD) to develop a comprehensive plan 
for St. Clair Township in Butler County that integrates a strong source water protection 
component. The project will not only assist several public water suppliers in the vicinity 
in continuing to provide clean drinking water, but will also develop a final product which 
should be helpful to other communities for comprehensive planning and source water 
protection. 
 
MCD staff would like to encourage local comprehensive planning efforts that would not 
only set a direction for future land uses but would also help to protect sources of 
drinking water.  Both MCD and OKI are very aware that while federal and state 
requirements call for local water suppliers to develop source water management plans, 
such plans need involvement and implementation by many other local officials and 
organizations with relevant management authority if they are to be effective.  
 
The idea of the St. Clair Township project is to integrate source water protection in the 
comprehensive planning process from the beginning, and to involve potential 
implementers of source water management in developing the comprehensive plan and 
the source water element. Just as it is impossible to separate source water from all the 
land use that affects it, it is also impossible to do source water protection effectively 
without paying attention to other issues such as transportation, public facilities like 
water and sewer, natural resources and open space, housing and economic 
development, all of which are considered in local comprehensive planning.  
 
A comprehensive plan focuses on the whole, establishing common goals for all to work 
toward cooperatively.  It gives long term direction and helps to guide short term 
decision making. It mainly addresses physical elements of the community.  It also 
provides guidance for residential and commercial development and helps to determine 
local infrastructure needs.   
 
OKI thought of St. Clair Township as the area for this project because the township had 
previously asked OKI about assistance with comprehensive planning, because of the 
township’s location in the middle of the Great Miami Basin served by MCD, and because 
the source water protection areas of several water suppliers are affected by decisions 
made in St. Clair Township. Water supplies for the Southwest Regional Water District, 
the Village of New Miami, the City of Hamilton, the City of Fairfield and the Miller 
Brewing Company can all be affected by what happens in St. Clair Township. 
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MCD agreed that St. Clair Township would be an ideal place to integrate source water 
protection into comprehensive planning, and signed an agreement with OKI in mid-
October to provide $80,699 for the project. Equally important to this project are local 
partners: St. Clair Township, the Butler County Planning Commission and the HNB 
Groundwater Consortium.  The local partners are providing a total of $10,230 in staff 
time and expertise, bringing the total project budget to $90,929. 
 
The process of developing the comprehensive plan is expected to take eighteen 
months. OKI anticipates having a draft by the end of 2008 with adoption by the spring 
2009.  While OKI is only two months into the project timeline, a 16-member advisory 
committee for the project has already been formed and has already met.  The advisory 
committee is composed of township residents, business owners, farmers, and trustees, 
members of the zoning commission and Bureau of Zoning Appeals, as well as those 
who serve the township in other capacities, such as the county engineer, the county 
SWCD, and Tim McLelland from the Hamilton to New Baltimore Groundwater 
Consortium. 
 
Public participation is another important aspect of the project.  Three public meetings 
are scheduled to inform the public about the plan and to receive input from the public.  
The first of these is set for January 28, 2008. More detail is available in the attached 
PowerPoint presentation. 
 
Bruce Koehler described the Great Miami Drinking Water Protection Project, which is 
funded by a $69,000 federal grant under Section 319 of the Clean Water Act.  The 
project’s four main objectives are to: create a drinking water protection plan for the 
Village of New Miami, expand potential contaminant source inventories, enhance the 
source water protection plan for the HNB Ground Water Consortium, and build public 
support through educational activities. Ultimately, more than 300,000 drinking water 
customers in Butler and Hamilton counties can benefit from this project. 
 

The Butler County Storm Water District recently became one of 10 partners in the joint 
project because storm water management can result in drinking water protection. 
 

A map of New Miami’s Source Water Protection Area (SWPA) shows that most of the 
SWPA is in St. Clair Township to the north.  It is fortunate that the township is 
developing a comprehensive plan with a strong drinking water protection component.   
When OKI and New Miami updated the village’s potential contaminant source inventory 
last September, they confirmed that most of the potential contaminant sources for the 
village’s source water are also in St. Clair Township. 
   
This information is included in the proposed Drinking Water Protection Plan for the 
Village of New Miami, which was revised and re-submitted in January to the Ohio EPA.  
 
 
The plan describes five ways to protect New Miami’s drinking water: 
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1. recommended zoning overlay ordinance 
2. contingency and emergency planning  
3. source water monitoring  
4. educational activities  
5. potential contaminant source control strategies 

 

The recommended ordinance is a streamlined version of St. Clair Township’s zoning 
resolution for a wellhead protection overlay district.  New Miami’s contingency and 
emergency plans are based on useful guidance from a captain with Hamilton Fire 
Department who is familiar with hazardous spill response procedures.  New Miami’s 
source water monitoring program relies on two monitoring wells installed by Miami 
Conservancy District (MCD) as well as guidance from MCD and the Consortium.  
Educational activities have already begun and will accelerate with implementation of 
New Miami’s drinking water protection plan.  Source control strategies should begin this 
spring if Ohio EPA and New Miami Village Council endorse the proposed plan. More 
detail is available in the attached PowerPoint presentation. 
 
Other Business 
Bruce Whitteberry reminded the group of the potential dates of the next meeting. 
March 5th or March 12, 2008. 
 
Allison Reed announced that the City of Springboro just received endorsement for their 
source water protection plan.  
 
Mike Ekberg announced that the Miami Conservancy District awarded grants to six 
communities to assist them with source water management.  The grants included one 
to the City of Oxford for acquisition of some property around the well field, and another 
to Springboro to assist with emergency response.  Information on the other grants 
awarded is available on the MCD website. Another RFP for additional grants will be 
released in early 2008. 
 
Dave Weihrauch briefly described a proposed change to the Ohio Administrative Code 
regarding monitoring for total coliform, depressurization events, and public notification, 
which he understood had gone to the Joint Committee on Agency Rule Review (JCARR) 
on December 3. He commented that the rule and associated policy have been in draft 
form and hotly debated among Ohio EPA staffers for three years, and represent a 
change with huge implications for water suppliers. With the new policy, the monitoring 
requirements would grow exponentially depending on how many taps are out of service 
during a localized event.  There could be dozens of monitoring sites needed for two sets 
of samples with 24 hours’ separation between them. He commented that the Ohio 
Section of the AWWA through its Water Utility Council would continue to watch for 
action on the proposed policy with great interest. 
 
Adjournment 
The meeting was adjourned at 12:05 p.m. 


