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2332 ROYAL DRIVE *  FORT MITCHELL, KENTUCKY * 41017
PHONE: 606/331-8960 * WILLIAM W. BOWDY, AICP, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

June 26, 1984

Mr. Anthony Hessling, Executive Director

Ohio-Kentucky-Indiana Regional Council
of Governments

426 East fourth Street

Cincinnati, Ohio 45202

Dear Mr. Hessling:

This study was undertaken and completed by the Northern Kentucky Area
Planning Comnission in accordance with the contractual agreement between

this agency and the Ohio-Kentucky-Indiana Regional Council of Governments,
dated July 1, 1983.

The Morthern Kentucky Area Planning Commission appreciates this oppartunity
to‘stgdy and make recommendations for the improvement of traffic flow within
this important highway corridor. The commission will continue to provide

] ﬁssigtance in support of implementation of the recormendations contained
erein,

The Northern Kentucky Area Planning Commission has enjoyed the assistance of
an advisory group throughout this study process. We extend our aratitude to
the members of that group for their diligence and cooperation. We also wish

to thank the members of your staff and others on whom we have called for
assistance in this work.

Respectfully submitted,
William W. Bowdy, AZCP
Executive Director
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enclosure

We are pleased to submit this report entitled "Dixie Highway Corridor Study".
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DIXIE HIGHWAY CORRIDOR STUDY

INTRODUCTION

Dixie Highway (U.S. 25), through Northern Kentucky, 1is a north-south arterial
highway route extending south from I-75 in Covington through Kenton and Boone
Counties. The portion of this royte being evaluated by this study is approxi-
mately 5 miles in length, extending from the I-75/Dixie Highway Interchange in
Fort Mitchell, to the Boone County Line.

The Northern Kentucky Area Planning Commission (NKAPC) conducted this study as
part of an effort to improve traffic flow within this important segment of Dixie
Highway. The study was funded through the Ohio-Kentucky-Indiana Regional
Council of Governments (OKIRCOG) and was also financed by the Kentucky Trans-
portation Cabinet and the Northern Kentucky Area Planning Commission.

The report, prepared as part of the study, provides a description of the study
process, an inventory of existing conditions, recommendations for the improve-
ment of traffic flow in the corridor, and outlines 2 schedule for implementation.

TRANSPORTATION SYSTEMS MANAGEMENT

The study utilizes what is commonly referred to as a Transportation Systems
Management (TSM) approach. Recommended improvements are to be feasible, rela-
tive to costs, and are to be designed to improve the existing transportation
system. The TSM approach reflects a philosophy regarding transportation
improvements which recognizes increased construction costs, limited sources of
revenue, and the value of utilizing existing highways. TSM places emphasis on
improvements which are designed to make the maximum use of existing streets and

facilities, and which can often be implemented in a short period of time with a
minimum of expense.

The TSM approach is consistent with the proarams of the U.S. Department of
Transportation, Federal Highway Administration, which encourage stratecies for
the efficient movement of people and goods on existing facilities. Certain TSM

type improvements are eligible under Federal Highway Administration funding
sources.,



METHODOLOGY

ADVISORY GROUP

Establishment of the Dixie Highway Advisory Group was the first step in the
development of the study. The advisory group is structured to include official
and citizen representatives from the cities of Crestyiew Hills, Edgewood,
Elsmere, Erlanger, Florence, Fort Mitchell, and Lakeside Park, the OKIRCOG, the
Kentucky Transportation Cabinet--Department of Highways, and the local business
community. The advisory group also includes representatives from the Kenton
County Fiscal Court, the Transit Authority of Northern Kentucky (TANK) and
elected officials who have an interest in the study, including members of the
Kentucky General Assembly.

The purpose of the advisory group has been to assist the NKAPC in the study
process by identifying probiems, reviewing alternative solutions, and assisting
in the preparation of recommendations. The advisory group has played an active
role in the study, attending numerous meetings and providing valuable assistance
in the preparation of the report.

STUDY PROCESS

The study process includes an inventory of existing traffic conditions within

the Dixie Highway Corridor Study area. Results of the inventory have been
discussed with the advisory group including identification of existing traffic
problems. A set of goals and objectives, for the improvement of traffic flow,

was then established, based upon the problems jdentified and the perceived needs
for future improvements. Alternative recommendations, which address the problems
identified, were presented to the advisory group for review and comment. The
advisory group was encouraged throughout the process to recommend additional
alternatives for consideration. & set of final recormendations has been developed
and presented herein, including the nature of the improvements and cost estimates,
where possible.

IMPLEMENTATION

Assistance, as necessary, will be provided by the NKAPC in the implementation of
those recommendations endorsed by local officials. This assistance may in-
clude: providing coordination between city officials and transportation agencies;
creation of a plan or schedule assigning responsibility for implementation of
various recommendations; development of additional information; investigating
alternative funding sources; continuing evaluation with the assistance of the
advisory group of the effectiveness of the recommendations as they are
implemented; and other types of assistance deemed reasonable.



EXISTING CONDITIONS

Dixie Highway (U.S. 25), prior to the construction of I-75 in the early 1960's,
functioned as a major north-south route through Northern Kentucky, as well as
providing access to the existing commercial development along the route. After
completion of I-75 through traffic utilized the interstate highway system and
Dixie Highway became oriented to serving primarily local traffic and the adja-~
cent commercial development. Dixie Highway today continues to function in this
manner; Interstate 75 carries an average daily traffic volume of approximately
86,000 vehicles within the Erlanger section of the interstate.

Function/Characteristics

The study area extends along Dixie Highway between the I-75/Dixie Highway inter-
change in Fort Mitchell and the Boone/Kenton County line. The study also considers
existing conditions and problems, which are located out of the study area,
extending along Dixie Highway between the Boone/Kenton County line and Turfway
Road, within the city of Florence.

Dixie Highway is an arterial street, so designated because it carries traffic to
the adjacent expressway systems (I-75 and I-275) and acts as a principal
travelway between major land use concentrations and adjacent arterials. Dixie
Highway also functions as a Tocal street providing access to abutting residences
and businesses located along the corridor. The study area is comprised of three
distinct areas, each with different characteristics (See Figure 1 ... Existing
Lane Use).

Area #1 extends south from the I-75/Dixie Highway interchange in Fort Mitchell
to the I-275/Dixie Highway interchange in Crestview Hills. This area is pre-
dominantly residential in character with the exception of a small shopping
district located midway within the sector, at Buttermilk Pike and Orphanage
Road, and a community shopping center located at the northern extremity of the
area, adjacent to I-75. Except for its recently widened intersections, this
section of Dixie Highway provides four 10-foot lanes within a right-of-way which
varies from €0 to 100 feet in width. Left-turn storage lanes have been recently
added for northbound traffic at the intersections of: (1) Dixie Highway with
Buttermilk Pike; (2) the westbound ramp for I-275; (3) the entrance to the
Expressway Plaza shopping center; and (4) the Lookout Farm Planned Unit Develop-
ment. Exclusive left-turn lanes have also been added for southbound traffic on
Dixie Highway at Grphanage Road and the eastbound ramp of I-275.

Area #2 extends from the I-275/Dixie Highway interchange in Crestview Hills to
Clover Avenue in Erlanger. This segment of Dixie Hiohway is characterized by

shopping center development ... one regional and three community size centers,
strip commercial areas, an industrial concentration, and a senior high school

complex. Access to the majority of the commercial and industrial uses and to

the school complex is controlled via limited access points.



